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ALGTERS-NOUAKCHOTT AIRLINE OPENED 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French 7 Jan 80 p l 


[Unattributed Article: “Air Transport: Nouakchott-Algiers via 
Air Algeria very Week; the Line Was Inaugurated Saturday Eve- 


ning" | 


[excerpt | The air link between Algiers and Nouakchott was in- 
augurated Saturday evening. 


This flight, which also stops in Niamey and Daiar, completed 
its first run with the arrival in Nouakchott of an Air Alge- 
ria Boeing 737 carrying an important Algerian delegation that 
included in particular Mr Ibrarahi, the director of Air Alge- 
ria, and Mr Ghandour, the director of the National Socicty for 
Maritime Navigation (SNNM). 


in a statement made to the national press, the director of Air 
Algeria expressed his own immense satisfaction as well as that 
of the director of the SNNM on the occasion of the inaugura- 
tion of this air route between Mauritania and Algeria, 


lle then expressed his hope that the near future would bring 
about the beginning of a non-stop flight between Algiers and 
Nouakchott, 


ir Ibrarahi also expressed the wish for a continued strength- 
ening of relations between our two nations, in the best inte- 
rests oi their peoples, 
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CHIKA COULD MAKE AFGHANISTAN A SOVIET VIETNAM 
Bonn RHEINISCHE MERKUR/CHRIST UND WELT in German No 2, 11 Jan 80 p 6 
[Article by Oskar Weggel: “China Intends To Slow Down the Russians”/ 


[Text] Bei jing's interests in the region between Iran 
and Pakistan have run parallel to those of the West 
going back as far as the mid-1970's. The rapprochement 
between the United States and China has now been accel- 
erated as a result of the Russian invasion of Afghanis- 
tan. Since Nixon embarked upon his famous flight in 
1972, Washington and Bei jing are conferring for the first 
time on military cooperation. 


Since 1978, the Soviet Union has proceeded with such iron resolve in Asia 
that it is difficult not to believe in an organized global strategy on 
the part of the Kremlin. The Soviet Union has had a hand in at least 
five coups d'etat (three in Afghanistan and one each in North and South 
Yemen); it has concluded three friendship treaties containing autual 
assistance clauses, with Vietnam, Afghanistan and Ethiopia; it hes pro- 
vided weapons to the insurgents in Baluchestan, the very part of Pakistan 
that separates Afghanistan from the Indian Ocean; and it has built up its 
fleets in the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean and supported the subju- 
gation of Cambodia and Laos by Vietnam. Thus, at least over the short 
term, it has become the major winner in Indochina -- at the expense of 
its arch enemy in that area, the People's Republic of China. 


This process was characterized by a methodical escalation in three 
phases, beginning with the use of mercenaries -- 50,000 Cubans in Africa. 
It continued with the establishment of regimes subservient to Moscow in 
Ethiopia, South Yemen and Afghanistan. And it finally reached its peak 
with direct military intervention in Afghanistan such as had not occurred 
since the Manchurian campaign of 1945 -- if one disregards urope. 








Moscow's Friends in Southeast Asia Taken Aback 


India, Moscow's old friend in southern Asia, was apparently so taken 
aback by this invasion that it could not refrain from protesting. Other 
states in the region -- like Singapore in a note dated 31 December 1979 -- 
have been expressing their dismay that the Soviet Unicn is occupying a 
country whose government, first of all, is Marxist-wriented, which sec- 
ondly is officially a friendly nation and, thirdly. was affiliated with 
the nonaligned movement. How are countries supposed to react which do 

not possess even these favorable attributes? 


Affected the most was Beijing, which for the moment at least is confronted 
with the ruins of its Middle East policy. 


Iran has been China’s principal trade partner in that region since the 
early 1970's. Premier Hua Guofeng paid a visit to the shah as recently 
as August 1978. The Chinese leadership had four aims in common with the 
shah's foreign policy: 


i. It desired an Iran that was strong militarily. It was Beijing's pipe 
dream that Persia would succeed Great Britain as the keeper of order in 
this region following the latter's departure in 1971. At the same time, 
the Chinese recognized that three obstacles stood in the way of this aim: 
the competing claim of Iraq, controlled by the Ba‘ath party; the struggle 
by the PFLOAG (Popular Front for the Liberation of Oman and the Arabian 
Gulf) against the Emirates, which considered themselves allies of Tehran; 
and the increasing presence of the USSR. 


As a consequence of assessing this recognition, Beijing dissociated itself 
from Iraq, cut off its “revolutionary support” for the PFLOAG -- a relic 
of the Cultural Revolution -- and entered into diplomatic relations with 
Oman instead; 


2. As regards Afghanistan, the Chinese had as vital an interest as the 
shah's regime that this country remain free of Soviet influence insofar 
as possible. To be sure, this was a difficult undertaking because Moscow 
had gradually been building up its presence there since the mid-1950's. 
Since Pakistan, as a member of CENTO, was being supplied with arms by the 
United States, Kabul -- which was in a dispute with Pakistan over Paktun- 
istan -- began to turn to the Soviet Union; since 1954/55, its army has 
been trained by Soviets and equipped with Soviet weapons. Quite soon 
thereafter, Afghanistan was receiving the highest volume of Soviet aid 
per capita for a country outside the East bloc. 


Pakistan's Integrity in Beijing's Interests 


The Russians continued to pursue this policy without regard for the res- 
pective regimes in power, starting with the rule of King Zahir (1933 to 
1973), then the government of Mohammad Daud (1973 to 1978) and including 





the three new “Soviet governments of Taraki (August 1978 to 

September 1979), Amin (September to December 1979) and Karmal. They 
built hydroelectric plants, agricultural irrigation installatiois, roads, 
airfields, technical schools, silos and even mosques in order to be well 
received by the conservative Islamic population. In addition, they laid 
out two highway systems leading from Kabul to Pakistan. On i':» other side 
of Pakistan, however, lies India. Thus, the old czgarist dreai' of reach- 
ing India and the Indian Ocean via Afghanistan had already been reslized 
in its initial phases. 


As early as King Zahir's reign, several thousand Soviet military experts 
had been charged with training the Afghan army and aroum 2,500 civilian 
advisers with developing the Afghan economy and the execution of public 
affairs. When Mohammad Daud came to power in 1973, Moscow's prospects 
appeared to have become even more solid. 


Iran, which had a large stake in Pakistan's national integrity, became 
alarmed by the antagonistic Afghan position and built up two fronts, one 
toward the east against Afghanistan and one toward the west against Iraq, 
which in Tehran's view had similarly become too involved with the Soviet 
Union. 


Mohammad Daud, however, who had come to power as a supporter of the Soviet 
Union, drew closer to Iran and reduced the number of Russian military 
personnel to 200 in 1975. He was then sending his officers primarily to 
India for training. Iranian credits made it possible to obtain aid fros 
countries other than the Soviet Union. Moreover, the reconciliation with 
Pakistan reduced the Soviet Union's chances of gaining easy access to 
India and the Indian Ocean, 


Indeed, Moscow at the time had every reason to fear the loss of its posi- 
tions in Afghanistan that it had built up so carefully for decades. It 
was time to stop temporigzing. And Daui's government did in fact fall in 
April 1978 -- to Moscow supporter Taraki. 


The situation now appearwd extremely threatening, from the Chinese as 
well as the Iranian point of view! Both governments were concerned that 
consistent continued Soviet support of the Baluchestani movement would of 
necessity lead to the fall of Pakistan. 


Both also wanted to prevent the Soviet Union from ultimately being able 
to control the land route to the Indian subcontinent and to the Indian 
Ocean, They were also interested in Kabul's fate because Afghanistan is 
weak militarily and consequently links the two countries as a vacuum -- 
or forms a geographical corridor. 


And finally, China is also thinking about its nuclear bases in Lop Nor 
in Sinkiang, dangerously close to eastern Afghanistan, 





Bei jing has a substantial interest in the integrity of Pakistan. If Pak- 
istan -- which has indeed already been bled by the December 1971 war 
(Bangladesh) -- were now also to lose the “nortnwestern border province” 
as well as parts of Baluchestan, not only the remainder of the state 
would be threatened but also the Persian oil route. Iran and Pakistan 
have enjoyed close and friendly ties since 1950, with common religious, 
linguistic and cultural interests providing a solid basis. Moreover, both 
states joined the Washington-backed SEATO pact in 1955, 


Best Solution for the Region 


China, which had originally been on the opposite side of the fence from 
pro-Western states, Iran and Pakistan as well as CENTO, changed its course 
by 180 degrees after it had experienced the Soviet Union's hostility in 
the border war with India (1962). In 1973 it even began to show inter- 
est in CENTO. Just as Afghanistan had become the principal recipient of 
Soviet development and arms aid, Pakistan moved up following its defeat 
against India in the December 1971 war %. vecome the most important bene- 
ficiary of Chinese development and military aid. 


But the Chinese consider the best solution for southern Asia and the 
Middle East to be not merely some smoothly functioning Iranian-Pakistani 
cooperative effort but a general normalization of relations between all 
states of the region, above all between Iran and Afghanistan, Iran and 
iraq, Pakistan and Afghanistan, Iran and India, and India and Pakistan as 


well as between Iran and the Arab countries, chiefly Saudi-Arabla and the 
Emirates. This would eliminate opportunities for the major powers to in- 
terfere. At the same time, China wanted to make certain that Iran would 
not misuse its increasing role as chief defender of the Gulf rezion to 
make other states dependent upon it, particularly the Emirates. 


Such an interregional understanding appeared to be within reach in 1975. 
But the 1978 coup d‘etat in Afghanistan and the revolution in Iran -- but 
mainly the Soviet invasion on 27 December -- wrecked the regionai balance 
that was developing. 


During the time of the shah, Iran and China were also in agreement on 
policy in the area of the Indian Ocean. Both supported the plan for a 
“gone of peace in the Indian Ocean” free of superpower influence -- a kind 
of Asiatic Monroe Doctrine, 


Up to the beginaing of World War II, the Indian Ocean was a British domain 
controlled according to the C-<C-C formula (Cairo, Clacutta, Cape Town), 
After the war it was the Americans who built up a fleet advantage. And 
since 1968, the Soviet Union has increasingly been showing its flag. If 
the Gorshkov papers dating from 1975 ("Fleets in War and Peace”) are used 
to clarify Soviet motives, it becomes clear that prow the Soviet navy is 
also scheduled to be deployed in the Indian Ocean -- to deter potential 
enemies and as an instrument to demonstrate power in support of the Soviet 





Union's diplomacy. Moreover -- disregarding the American fleet units 
that are operating there today -- in the event of war it could sever the 
West's oil route from the Persian Gulf as well as via the Red Sea to 
Europe. 


In making its move, Moscow used the crises involving Libya, Egypt, the 
Sudan ami Ethiopia to acquire foo*rolds one by ome in Egypt, Ethiopia, the 
Sudan and Somalia, It ‘s true th’ Russia's catastrophic setbacks in 
Somalia, the Sudan and Exypt have disturbed its maritime training rhytna, 
but it has by no means been suspended. After all, the Soviet Union Ddegai 
early to have its fleet strategically secure not only the narrow arc run- 
ning through the Black Sea and the Red Sea but also the broad arc taking 
in th, southern tip of Africa -- just look at Mozaubique and Angola. 


Its position of power in the Indian Ocean can furthermore be consolidated 
through intensive cooperation with India. The chances of this have in- 
creased considerably with Indira Gandhi‘’s election victory. The destruc- 
tion of this cooperation had been one of the most important airs of 
China's policy on southern Asia up until 1978. And Sri Lanka played the 
role of the .. ely welcome helper here by introducing in the UN the 
plan for t+ © peace zone in the Indian Ocean. Both Beijing and Tehran 
have suppc 1 this plan from its inception, 


The Chinese desire for a strong Iran still holds. A substitute partner 
is nowhere in sight. One can imagine how helpless the Chinese government 
feels in the face of the irrationality of the new Persian rulers. This 
much is known: Two major natural axes of interest exist in the Middle 
Bast today, Moscow-Kabul and New Delhi on the one han (although there 
are quastion marks here) and Tehran-Islamabad-Bei.‘ng on the cther, with 
the united States actually belonging to the latter. But Tehran is chas-~ 
ing the spectres of the past and showing itself to be blind -- even 
friendly to its chief enemy, the Soviet Union. 


Will Afghanistan Be the Soviet Vietnan” 


Contrary to expectations, Hua Guofeng has still offerai no apologies in 
Qom for having paid a visit to the shah. Nor will he do so. But this 
has totally distorted the standaris by wh'ch Iran must measure China. 


With regard to Afghanistan, Beijing has two options for supporting parti- 
sans. Now living in Pakistan are approximately 400,000 Afghan refugees 

who are volunteering for guerrilla training by Chinese instructors. More- 
over, China is in a position to funnel weapons into eastern Afghanistan 

via the Karakorum Highway. It is China's desire that Afghanistan become 

( sg Vietnam. “Tne aggressor shall drown in the sea of the people” 
Mao). 


Bei jing will presumably also resume and increase its arms deliveries to 
Pakistar. Doing the same thing will be the U.S. Government, which has to 











all intents and purposes become partner to the alliance since the Russian 
incursion into Afghanistan. In addition, China will be leaving no stone 
unturned in its efforts to help restore the regional balance in the 
Middle East. China intends to slow the Russians down, 


The plan for a peace zone in the Indian Ocean might also meet with renewed 
interest on the part of the bordering nations. In general, Beijing will 

henceforth be earning applause in the eyes of many Asiatic states, parti- 
cularly within the ASEAN, for all anti-Soviet ploys that may be forthcon- 


ing. 


Should not the aforementioned Chinese options for the most part also be 
those of the Europeans? 


China's Outlet to the Indian Ocean 


It has been praised as a “modern wonder of the world,” as “the largest 
sub-surface construction project of the century,” as “Asia's dream high- 
way": the Kakakorum Highway that links China‘s western Sinkiang Region 
with Pakistan. During the festive ceremony that opened the highest- 
elevation long-distance highway in the world in June 1978, Pakistan's 
president, General Zia, called it a “monument to friendship with China,” 
-ne that cemented on a long band of asphalt the close cooperation by the 
two neighboring countries. 


Following the path of the legendary ancient silk route, the Kakakorum 
Highway climbs from Pakistan's capital city of Rawalpindi up to Gilgit 
through the Indus Valley, past the north walls of the .langa Parbat, more 
than 8,000 meters high. Its agricultural-cultural high point is the 
Hunza Valley with its ancient shepherd and peasant kings, a vallwy that 
is now being dragged -- more unwillingly than willingly -- out «of its 
sleeping-beauty slumber into the modern age. After crossing pusses at 
elevations of 4,500 meters, the highway reaches the terminus of the 
Chinese railway system in Kashgar in Sinkiang., Thus, from Beijing via 
Rawalpindi to the Pakistani port of Karachi there stretches an uninter- 
rupted transit route from the “Central Kingdom" to the Indian Ocean, 


For China, which borders on the Pacific, the new land route is part of a 
broad strategy that pursues geopolitics with jackhammers and dynamite. 
Chinese construction brigades, more than 10,000 men strong, worked on the 
road for two decades, for the most part with only picks and shovels. 

A total of 400 of “Mao's blue ants” lost their lives from rockslides and 
avalanches, It is a road that will never be finished -- Sisyphean labors 
have to be performed constantly to remove piles of rubble that have slid 
down or glacial outcroppings; hairpin curves between 8,000-meter peaks 
have to be reopened. 








Since traffic is still light, the system running between the Himalayas, 
Karakorum and Pamir, “the roof of the world,” has hitherto had more syn- 
bolic than practical value. All the same, the long-distance highway 
forcing its way between India and the Soviet Union has altered the amili- 
tary and political geography of Asia. It can become a threat to the 
flanks of the two powers, which are linked to each other by a pact; China 
has gained an outlet to the Indian Ocean through its ally Pakistan. 


All this has suddenly been made urgent by Moscow's attack on Afghanistan; 
it has become an explosive problem of strategy. Near Rawalpindi the new 
highway also crosses the approach to the Khyber Pass, Afghanistan's access 
route to the Indian subcontinent, which today -- with Kabul as a newly 
acquired focal point -- is marked with heavy exclamation points on the 
Kremlin's plan for expansion. 








AFGHANISTAN 


CHIEF SAYS REBELS DETERMINED TO HOLD BALUCHESTAN 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 14 Jan 80 pp 104-105 


{interview of Afghan rebel leader Zia Nasseri Chans “Afhanistan Will Be 
the Russians’ Vietnam"; date and place of interview not given/ 


[text] At the summit conference between Egyptian 
President Sadat and Israel's Premier Begin last week 
in Aswan, a guest from Afghanistan also spoke with 
Sadat: Zia Nasseri Chan, 34, chief of operations of 
the “Islamic an‘ National Revolutionary Council of 
Afghanistan.” His soldiers are fighting chiefly in 
the region of Baluchestan,. 


/Quesciva/ Your soldiers are engaged in battle with the Soviet army while 
you are here in Egypt. Are you seeking help from Sadat’? 


[answer/ The survival of Afghanistan is at stake here. Consequently, we 
are appealing to the very country that is willing and able to provide us 
with immediate concrete aid instead of putting us off with ringing pro- 
nouncements of solidarity. 


/Question/ Does Egypt's anti-Soviet policy give you hope? 


[answer/ Egypt continues to be the strongest, most stable and most in- 
portant Islamic country. Of course it is encouraging to know that this 
country's policy toward the Soviet Union expresses the realization that 
Soviet imperialism will never renounce its aims and that it therefore 
must be opposed. 


[Question/ What do you expect from Sadat’ Is he supposed to have his 
troops march on Afghanistan? 


[answer/ We are realists. Furthermore, we are not lacking in combat vet- 
erans. My divisions alone are 45,000 men strong and control the greater 
part of the Baluchestan border. We need weapons and instructors. 











[Question Sadat has just agreed to provide you with both. The training 
camps are already at the disposal of your people. 


[answer] In Egypt, yes. But we would rather see Sadat‘'s training 
instructors, his heroes of the October War, in the mountains of Afghan- 
istan. All the same, if the antiaircraft amd antitank guns that we want 
arrive, this will be a big help. 


Of course, I should like to point out that the Soviets are advancing 
rapidly, so the support intended for us has to reach its destination 
quickly; the best way would be via airlift. 


[Question/ But that would cause problems for your host country, Pakistan, 
which scarcely would want to become the staging area for an anticommunist 
army for fear of Soviet retaliation. 


[Answer/ Let us worry about that! After all, we Afghans have already 
been fighting for more than a year, with Pakistan's support-- we are also 
fighting for the Pakistanis, you know; against the Baluchestan separatists 
friendly to Moscow, for instance. And it is there, in Baluchestan, that 
we have established our position. Apart from a few garrisons, Pakistan 
has long since lost control there. 


/Question/ Their previous battles were with Afghan troops, but this time 
the drive is against the Soviets. The Pakistanis are indeed risking cat- 
astrophe to their country. 


/answer/ Well, all right. Even if Pakistan wanted to prevent us from 
operating from its territory, it is really no longer able to do that in 
Baluchestan. 


/Question/ Will Baluchestan become the rebels' springboard for war 
against Moscow's new man in Kabul, Barbrak Kamal? 


[answer/ Yes. In Baluchestan we are as unfettered as the Vietnamese in 
the jungle. Moreover, reinforcements can be brought in relatively easily 
vic Baluchestan. 


/Question/ Opposite Baluchestan lies Oman, which is an ally of Egypt... . 


[answer/ But it is quite natural that Oman should support the Afghans. 
If geography comes to our aid, that doesn't make us unhappy. 


[Question But with this you are issuing an undisguised challenge to the 
Soviets to advance across Baluchestan to the Indian Ocean, 


/answer/ Listen: We are of course aware that Soviet headquarters in 


Kabul would love to thwart our plans, because from our position in Baluch- 
estan our guerrilla tactics jeopardize their hold on Afghanistan. 


10 





/Question/ But you are not afraid of a Soviet attack? 


[answer/ I maintain that we could defeat the Soviets without tlreir being 
able to weaken us in any crucial way. But should they in fact begin their 
march to the Indian Ocean, then in the inaccessible mountains of Baluches- 
tan, with its murderous climate and formidable distances, they are in for 
a game of cat-and-mouse that will make the Americans’ venture in Vietnam 
look like child's play. 


Contact between Moscow and the Islamic world would also be broken off. 
And finally, a Soviet wedge between southern Asia and the Middle Eastern 
oil countries would of necessity involve the United States. Then Iran 
would also wage war on Moscow; the map of the Middle East would be 


changed. 
/Question/ Where are you getting the money for your underground war? 


[Answer/ We aren't swimming in money, but so far we have been able to 
meet our financial needs. The Islamic countries are coming through hand- 
somely for us in this regard. Saudi-Arabia has just offered us further 


support. 


/Question/ Are you fighting for an Islamic republic along the lines of 
Khomeyni ‘s Iran? 


[Answer/ Islam is a mobilizing force that one cannot ignore. I believe 
that we'll be proclaiming an Islamic republic in Afghanistan. Of course, 
we'll be advocating a parliamentary democratic system dominated by a 
constitution, not by any caliph, 


/Question/ Not an offshoot of the theocracy of Qom, then? 


[Answer/ Don't put words in my mouth! Why are you always equating the 
adjective "Islamic" with a religious dictatorship? After all, you don't 
dismiss the West European Christian parties as forerunners of a new 
Middle Ages merely because they call themselves Christian. 


/Question/ Mojadhadi, chief of the Afghan “National Liberation Front" 
resistance organization, who arrived in Cairo 2 days after you did, is 
considered an advocate of a traiitionalist Islamic form of government, 
such as that practiced by Khomeyni. In general, the various insurgent 
organizations do not appear to be in agreement on the future of Afghanis- 
tan, 


[Answer/ The great majority of freedom fighters want more freedom and 
more progress; we Afghanis never have tolerated a tight corset. The Red 
Army's invasion of Afghanistan has cemented ties among the resistance 
groups. For example, I am going to make the Egyptian aid available to all 
organizations, 


ll 





[Question] The Soviets control your country's cities and communication 
routes. What real chances do your soldiers have left? 


[answer] If Fidel Castro had thrown in the towel before he started, he 
would never have taken Havana. To us, one thing is certain: Afghanistan 
will be the Russians’ Vietnan. 


7458 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PORTUGUESE CPCC MEMBER INTERVIEWED ON HIS TRIP TO AFGHANISTAN 
LD311441 Lisbon AVANTE in Portuguese 24 Jan 80 p 11 LD 


[Unattributed interview with Portuguese Communist Party Central Committee 
member Joaquim Pires Jorge: “In Afghanistan People Are Continuing Defense 
of April Revolution"--date and place not specified] 


[Text] Portuguese Communist Party Central Committee member Comrade Joaquim 
Pires Jorge is now in Portugal after a visit which he made tw the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan on our party leadership's instructions. 


During his stay in that country Comrade Pires Jorge met with government and 
People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan [PDPA] officials, holding talks in 
particular with Sultan Ali Keshtmand, member of the PDPA Central Committee 
Politburo, deputy chairman of the Revolutionary Council, deputy premier and 
minister of planning, and with Minister of Transport Lt Col Sherjan Mazdooryan 
and Minister of Agriculture Fazul Rahim Mohmand. 


In statements to AVANTE, Comrade Pires Jorge refers to the significance of 
the April 1978 revolution, analyzes Amin's regime of terror and indicates the 
atmosphere experienced today in the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. 


In short, his remarks demystify the campaign which the reactionary forces, 
directly inspired by imperialism, are intent on waging in Portugal. 


"In order to understand the events in Afghanistan it is necessary to know 
that the April 1978 revolution provoked a strong reaction on the part of 
the big landowners (whose numbers did not exceed 35,000 in a population of 
about 18 million inhabitants, 80 percent of whom are engaged exclusively in 
agriculture) and on the part of the incompetent civil service and parasites 
of the feudal structures, as well as the sectors connected with the 
aristocracy. It is also these sectors which are opposed to the revolution 
today." 


Comrade Pires Jorge began. 


Nor could it be otherwise. The April 1978 revolution began by radically 
changing the feudal structures. The agrarian reform was carried out with 
three simultaneous aims: to put an end to the structures of feudal exploita- 
tion, achieve an alliance between the peasants and the other workers and 
strengthen and develop rationally the agricultural sector, which is vital for 
Afghanistan's economic life. 
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Joaquim Pires Jorge recalled that these changes were not effected without 
obstacles, constantly created by the reactionary sectors. “The big land- 
owners went so far as to threaten the peasants with the religious problen, 
telling them that they would be unable to pray on the land which had been 
“stolen” from them. And they added that God would not forgive them.... But 
the Afghan people understood the significance and scope of the agrarian 
reform, and the reactionary maneuvers were gradually overcome. Today there 
is a painting by an Afghan painter concerning this revolutionary gain on the 
wall of the Ministry of Agriculture. It shows representatives of the 
democratic authorities distributing documents confirming land tenure and 
masses of peasants exuberant at the new prospect. More than art, this 
painting represents the new life which began to be built in Afghanistan, 
starting from April 1978." 






Amin Set Up Regime of Terror 


Comrade Pires Jorge then recalled that the coup which brought Hafizollah Amin 
to power attempted to reverse this situation. In this connection he stated: 


"The seizure of power by Amin was followed by acts of violence and terror 
which not even the party apparatus escaped.” 


And Comrade Pires Jorge added: “It is clear today that the terrorism per- 
petrated by Amin was aimed at disillusioning the Afghan people, eliminating 
the revolutionary forces and their most consistent members and finally 
handing Afghanistan over to imperialism." 


This fact helps us to understand the commotion which the imperialist forces 
are creating about the events in Afghanistan. "With Amin's accession to 
power," Pires Jorge stressed, "the Americans believed that they had received 
that country as a gift!" 


But Amin's regime of terror feii. It fell as a result of action by the 
healthy forces of the PDPA, supported by broad sectors of the population. 
This is the truth which imperialism's campaigns of slanders and deception 
are seeking to conceal. 


Release of Political Prisoners--A Revolutionary Measure 


As soon as Amin had been overthrown and Babrak Karmal had taken over the 
posts of PDPA secretary general, prime minister and Revolutionary Council 
chairman, one of the first and most significant decisions was the release 
of the victims of the regime imposed by Amin and his followers. 


"Moreover," Comrade Pires Jorge added, “Amin's fall occurred on the eve of 
the day when, according to reports gathered at the time, many political 
prisoners were going to be executed and when there were signs that the 
atmosphere of repression was going to intensify." 


Giving some details of the act against the people and against the Afghan 
revolution perpetrated by Amin, Pires Jorge recalled a visit which he made 
to the University of Kabul and in particular to the Higher Technical Institute. 
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"This educational establishment used to have 2,000 students, of whom 700 were 
imprisoned during Amin's regime! About 200 have now been released; however, 
the wherzabouts of the remaining 500 was so far unknown.” 


{[LD311443] Amin thus resembles another bloody dictator overthrown by his 
people exactly 1 year before Amin was also overthrown--Pol Pot. And it is 
certainly interesting to ascertain that dictators like these attract broad 
movements of support both among U.S. leadership circles and among the Chinese 
leaders.... 


“Even today,” Comrade Pires Jorge emphasized, “the whereabouts of many 
political prisoners is unknown--many of them because they were imprisoned 
without tria). and placed among common law prisoners, others because they 
were imprisoned in prisons whose location is not yet known. The authorities 
of democratic Afghanistan are currently conducting patient investigations 
aimed at finally resolving this situation." 


“However, it can be said that these initial measures by the Revolutionary 
Government of Afghanistan have decisively helped to establish a new atmosphere 
of trust among the population--an atmosphere of confidence which is in fact 
apparent to any observer and which is being strengthened daily by very 
significant measures: for instance, the government recently distributed land 
to the widows of the victims of Amin's terrorism, and this is an action of 
great social significance," Comrade Pires Jorge stressed. 









Surprise and Indignation 






Having been in Afghanistan during last week, Comrade Pires Jorge told us of 
his “great surprise and deep indignation” at the tenor of the reports on the 
situation in that country carried by the state-owned press, radio and 

television in Portugal. 





"Life in Kabul is proceeding normally," Pires Jorge stated. "Trade is being 
conducted, the mosques are open for worship and there is no restriction of 
movement during the day until 2100, either for the inhabitants themselves 

or for foreign nationals, specifically journalists. For instance, I can 
state that the teahouses are functioning throughout the city, playing recorded 
music to attract customers, and many boys go through the city streets selling 
cigarettes from portable racks hanging from their shoulders. And there are 
still in various places the lines of scribes waiting for citizens to ask them 
to read out letters, write petitions for them, and so forth. By the way, we 
must not forget that the illiteracy rate exceeds 90 percent...” 














"These particular aspects prove that the situation which is being experienced 
is a normal situation and thus very remote from the slanders and deceptions 
of the campaign promoted by imperialism,” Pires Jorge continued. 


With respect co the rest of the country, Comrade Pires Jorge told us about 


the existence of terrorist actions perpetrated by gangs of counterrevolu- 
tionaries, trained, armed and given ammunition in bases located in Pakistan. 
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Two Countries of April 


During the countless contacts which he held during his stay in the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan, Pires Jorge was able not only to acquaint himself 

with the situation in that country but also to give details of the situation 
in Portugal. 







"The Afghan comrades," Pires Jorge recalled, “were very interested in learnireg 
about the evolution of the situation in our country. Knowledge of the 
struggle waged by our party and by our people and after the fall of fascism 
was apparent in all the talks which I held with various officials. They 

asked me to convey friendly greetings to our people, our party and, in 
particular, Comrade Alvaro Cunhal.” 





























This is not a matter of chance. At a time when the Afghan people know the 
power of internationalist solidarity in the face of imperialism's attacks 
and onslaughts, they do not forget the other peoples struggling against 
the same enemy and for the same aims. 





"And in the case of Portugal,” Pires Jorge concluded, “we must not forget 
that there is something more specific which unites us--the April Revolution. 
This aspect was mentioned on several occasions--the two April revolutions, 
in Portugal and in Afghanistan, both carried out against the past and for 
the future. 


About Soviet Aid for Afghan Revolution [This section printed as boxed-off 
inset in newspaper] 


Imperialism and the news media serving its interests have fed on the alleged 
"Soviet military invasion of Afghanistan" over the last few days. 


"There is no invasion at all!" Pires Jorge asserted. “Invading a country 
militarily means occupying it by force of arms and subjugating its people. 
The armed ‘torces of a socialist country have never taken part in actions 
of this kind. The fact is that the democratic Afghan authorities, as they 
themselves informed me, made a formal request for aid to the Soviet Union 
in order to withstand the increasing penetration and threats of invasion 
by gangs of counterrevolutionaries coming from Pakistan." 


{[LD311445] The formal request for aid was based on the treaty of friendship, 
good-neighborliness and cooperation signed in Moscow 5 December 1978 by the 
Soviet Union and the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. Under this treaty, 
the USSR and Afghanistan undertook to consult each other and by common 
consent to adopt appropriate measurcs to guarantee the two countries’ 
security, independence and territorial integrity. The prompt response on 

the part of the USSR merely means that this socialist country honors its 
commitments and that signing a treaty is not a mere formal and conventional 
matter for the USSR. 





Moreover, such actions are even in accordance with the spirit and letter 
of the UN Charter, Article 5l of which envisages-—-verbatim--states' 
inalienable right of collective or individual self-defense against acts of 
aggression or in order to restore peace. 


Moreover, and refuting all the lies disseminated by imperialism, the defense 
of Afghanistan's sovereignty and independence, as well as the maintenance 

of order, continue to be insured by the Afghan army--Pires Jorges concluded. 
"And that is very clear on the streets of Kabul." 
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FOREIGN MINISTER CONCERNED OVER U.S. USE OF ‘FOOD WEAPON' 


NC201237 Paris AFP in English 1157 GMT 20 Jan 80 NC 


[Text] Paris, Jan, 20 (AFP)--Algerian Foreign Minister Mohamed Ben Yahia 
today expressed concern over the United States’ using food as a weapon and 
"freezing™ the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT II) im the confronta- 
tion with the Soviet Union over Afghanistan. 


Mr Ben Yahia, interviewed on the French radio program “European Press Club", 
said that the Afghan affair had given “the oppor'tunity to renew some very 
concrete aspects of the cold war." 


He said that "the first use of the food weapon"--a reference to President 
Carter's decision to limit grain deliveries to the Soviet Union--had created 
a disturbing precedent for the underdeveloped countries. 


Mr Ben Yahia, who recorded the program at the end of his two-day official 
visit to France, also said that Mr Carter's freeze on the second Strategic 
Arms Limitation Treaty with the Soviets could be considered “as a start to 
questioning the general policy of detente," 


The Algerian minister said his country was for detente between the super- 
powers “because we consider that it helps us consolidate our national inde- 
pendence." 


This term he said, meant "an effective and concrete non-alignment--the taking 
of positions according to our principles and interests, yielding to pressure 
from no external power, irregardless of the good relations that we might have 
with that power." 


Mr Ben Yahia met French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing and Foreign 
Minister Jean Francois-Poncet during his visit, discussing notably the recent 
French policy of encouraging Algerian emigrant workers to leave France. 


The Algerian minister said that his government did not oppose the voluntary 
return of workers to Algeria, and that it would try to make a place for them, 
But he said that it was “apolitical and amoral to call for workers for decades 
and then, from one minute to the next, to ask them to leave." 
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ALGERIA 


FOREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES HOPES FOR FUTURE TIES WITH FRANCE 


LD290825 Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 18-19 Jan 80 p 7 LD 





[Apparent text of Algerian Foreign Minister Mohamed Benyahia 17 January Paris 
dinner speech: "It Is a Question of Organizing a Lasting and Mutually 
Advantageous Cooperation" ] 





[Text] At a dinner given by French Foreign Minister Francois-Poncet yesterday, 
Politburo member and Foreign Minister Mohamed Benyahia made the following 
speech: 





I gained from our talks in Algiers, which we have resumed here at your invita- 
tion, a strong impression of a redeeming dialog. For, following a continuous 
erosion of our relation, which has been far from cordial, and the prolonged 
abstention from official exchanges, the French foreign minister's visit to 
Algeria could not have taken place within the .framework of the existing 
situation. And, first of all, you chose to raise during a joint and continued 
investigation the reasons which had so far prevented a harmonious development 
of our cooperation and to identify with us the gravitational forces which 
checked our equal participation in its development. It neither was nor is 
easy to eliminate anachronistic reflexes nor to change behavior patterns which 
have prevailed for many years. However, a keen observer of the scene like 

you was unwilling to limit his thoughts to a deteriorating presenz. 


Our task, as we defined it, was a necessity, and the cooperation which we were 
anxious to establish between us was imbued with great significance, rejecting 
the idea of ephemeral reconciliation or any short-lived settlement of our 
disputes which, as we know, has never benefited our peoples. We decided on 
such a new approach, which encouraged us to jointly reject in the name of 
modern rationality the restraining yoke of mutual resentment and reservations. 
Thus, transcending the bilateral framework of our relations, in order to 
assess our respective mobility in geopolitical entities and face up to our 
realization of the world's future, we have determined our profound commitment 
to peace and independence and affirmed our constant rejection of perishable 
efforts and narrow-minded schemes. 


Algeria's Language 





it will be acknowledged that we have always spoken this kind of language, 
and it will be recalled that ever since it achieved independence Algeria 
has constantly sought new ways to insure fruitful and responsible cooperation 
aud demanded equal contribution by all peoples to the emergence of a new order 
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and a new world.... The joint communique published in Algiers in June 1979 
expressed our desire to estblish bases for a new relationship safe from any 
inhibiting hazards. It also expressed the belief that, even though the 
quality of our exchanges should certainly stem from the indispensable 
equilibrium of our mutual interests, it should also be imbued with a human 
dimension without which these exchanges would only be cold accounting facts. 
And, finally, it expressed our commitment to global solidarity, on which 

the future of our world depends, while advocating respect for any differences 
and specific features. 


Now, in order to face up to the demands of our times and respond to the 
entreaties of the future, it is a matter of importance to rebuild the natural 
political spheres of our meetings and establish in them renewed systems of 
action or new logics capable of insuring richer and more comprehensive flows 
of exchange. First of all, it is necessary to do away with any acquired 
reflexes and eliminate their harmful influence on daily life, since our 







respective achievements in the web of decolonization also marked our divergences 


with respect to the necessary correlations between the struggle against 
inequality and the renunciation of domination; between a proposal for a new 
world order and denunciation of an oligarchic system; between desires ‘<7 
comprehensive development and rejection of relations based on power. Ut 
was, therefore, net surprising that our relations seemed unstable and abrupt, 
even though they were occasionally marked by passing periods of euphoria, 
that our exchanges were in turn called special and exemplary only to soon 
become coated with the commonplace tinge of indifference, that relations 
between our economies showed imbalance in unison, transforming geographical 
proximity, the weight of history, differences in development and cultural 
differences into factors of tension and dissension, and that the necessary 
confluence and the fundamental principle of harmonious interdependence were 
lost in the subjectivism of passions and intolerance. It is, therefore, 
understandable that in order to come together again it would be necessary 
to extract Algerian-French relations from a morass of ambiguities and free 
the idea of cooperation from any unfavorable connotations. 


Any Dialog Presupposes Equal Partners 


You will agree that, to be valid, any dialog presupposes equal partuers. It 
was, therefore, logical that our country should have recovered its resources 
and heritage, restored the cultnvsl foundations of our individuality to 

full dignity and openly updated the values on which its auchenticity has 
been based during many centuries of its history as an Arab-Muslim nation. 


Since they were occasionally deaiurgic, our legitimate demands could obviously 


clash with existing situations, but they opened the way for indispensable 
convergences and--to quote President Chadli Benjedid--"“have enabled us to 
look at the past as a page turned but not torn.” In any event, President 
Giscard d'Estaing emphasized in Algiers in 1975 that his presence there was 
an act of reconciliation but that it was not a question of “erasing the 
past; in any case, wheze has the past been ever erased? .It is a question 
of acknowledging the present and preparing the future." It is a question 
of organizing a lasting an) mutually edvantageous cooperation which de- 
liberately remains aloof from spurious political initiatives and realizes 
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our respective potentials, especially the number of our compatriots in France 
and of your nationals in Algeria who are helping to develop our two countries. 
Is there any need to recall that, in the midst of crises which have taken 
place in the past, these men--Algerian manpower, that anonymous support of 

the French industrial machine, and French overseas workers--have determined 
the persistent image of friendship between our two peoples and kept the 
footbridge of our relations on strong bases? It seems inconceivable to 

assess this creative energy, which in our eyes represents the confluence 

of two worlds and two civilizations, merely in terms of numbers in balance 
sheets. 


[LD290827] Example Sought 


By proposing to the world different models of relations which do not disregard 
the transformations in human societies or the upheavals of the last few 
decades, our two countries would certainly raise far-reaching new hopes of a 
world cooperation policy. The quality of our bilateral relations, at the 
meeting point of development and the desire for development, has always 

seemed destined to serve as an example and has constantly influenced the 
general climate of international relations. Such originality undoubtedly 
gives us our respective positions among the nations. At the various cross- 
roads which mark the cardinal points of their relationship, France and Algeria 
forget that, beyond individuals and property, beyond supplies and commercial 
agreements, their relationship means chances for a new type of freedom, closed 
to hegemonic aspirations and bloc policy and concerned with balanced and 
creative participation now in building future human values. For instance, 

the Mediterranean which history and geography have chosen as the natural 
border between our states is seen as a means of communication between Europe 
and Africa, Europe and the Arab world, Europe and the Third World. Tuis 

local link alone condemns us to be imaginative and demanding. 


It explains why no tension affecting this vast area can leave us indifferent 
and why, on the bilateral plane, our relations cannot be reduced to banality 
or be locked in an all-embracing view which would disregard the presence 

of the other partner or be adopted against his advice. Because they have 
affirmed or cast off, depending on the case, this rule of solidarity in 
consultation, all-embracing policies have paved the way for the great moments 
in history or sparked off crises of disturbing dimensions. 


Working for International Peace and Understanding 


Mr Minister, I do not propose to give an account of lost opportunities, since 
my role and yours is to outline the environment we must recreate in order to 
allow our noble gestures to grow; to establish the priority projects which 
would give new life to the traditional perspectives of our exchanges; to 
arrange the consultations we deem necessary to improve our mutual understanding 
of a constantly changing world and to uphold, with mankind's great inspiration, 
the concerns being expressed for the reduction of inequality and the demand 

for the development of man for man's sake; to put forward proposals upholding 

4 lofty view of peoples’ rights and intended exclusively to serve irter- 
national peace and understanding. 
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With regard to France and Algeria [line partly obscured] of our consideration 
and cooperation will be achieved by various steps without being antithetical 
or inconsistent, since they are aimed at the development of our peoples. 

This will be aimed at finding the most appropriate ways and means of 
improving in quality and number the present areas of our relations, while 
recognizing the specific nature of our differences. We are deeply convinced 
that this attitude alone will, at each phase of our relations, enable us 

to remove misunderstandings, solve difficult probleus which might arise and 
prevent disputes from accumulating. So doing will guarantee the success and 
permanence of our cooperation. Thys is my fervent hope, Mr Minister, and I 
am sure that you share it; moreover the talks we have already had today 
reflected our present desires and our future intentions. Allow me to express 
the hope that the future now taking shape will fulfill our two peoples' 
aspirations. 


To you, Mr Minister, I would like to address my personal wishes for this new 
year and my very sincere thanks for the warm welcome you have given me and 
the welcoming words you have addressed to me. 
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ALGERIAN PAPER WEIGHS SIGNIFICANCE OF BEN YAHIA'S PARIS RECEPTION 
LD251013 Algiers ASH-SHA'B in Arabic 18-19 Jan 80 p 1 LD 
[Report by correspondent Al-Hadi Bin Yakhlaf: "Interest and Optimism"] 


[Text] Paris--The warmth of the reception accorded Brother Mohamed Ben Yahia, 
member of the [FLN] Political Bureau and minister of foreign affairs, in 

Paris was an indication of the importance the French side attaches to the 
visit which began yesterday for tackling a complicated file which has be- 

come even more complex in recent years. 


Observers have interpreted the warmth of the reception as a reflection of 
the French Government's desire to thaw the ice in the relations between the 
two sides and to look forward to better future ties in the interest of both 
countries, 


The interest was evident in the warmth of the reception accorded the brother 
minister during the first 2 days of the visit by senior French officials, 
headed by President Giscard d'Estaing who held talks with Brother Mohamed 

Ben Yahia lasting 1 hour 50 minutes, something that the president rarely does 
with his guests. 


Apparently there is particular interest in studying the issues marring the 
atmosphere and in searching for effective means not only to improve bilateral 
relations but also to consolidate them in the future through constant dialog 
and the thrashing out of common issues with the aim of removing all obstacles. 


Observers in the French capital unanimously believe that the deep analysis 
of the problems under discussion reflects the desire by both sides to view 
the future of Algerian-French relations with great optimism, This desire 
was confirmed by the French press in a survey of the views of French politi- 
cians. This important element has been lacking on the French side in the 
past and has meant that the bilateral relations file has remained closed for 
the last few years. 


in the light of this great interest in the brother minister's visit it appears 
that there is great hope of removing the shadow of the past and proceeding 
toward new horizons. This hope, which is being viewed with some caution be- 
cause of past experiences, is, according to observers, due to a realization of 
the need to study all and not just some of the issues because of their inter- 
connection and overlapping, which Algeria has been insisting on. 
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KHOMEYNI RULE SEEN DISINTEGRATING IRAN, ARABS 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 7 Jan 80 p 2 


[Text ] 


The revolution in Iran, with its heavy accent on 
Shiite Islam, has laid raw the dividing lines between 
the different communities that make up the Middle 
East. In Iran itself there is a definite danger that the 
country will disintegrate into warring fragments. In 
neighbouring Arab states, internal tensions have been 
exacerbated to such a degree that Arab leaders are 
scarely on speaking terms with Iran and Iraq is openly 
hostile. 

In the mental shorthand of most non-Arabs, 
Arabs are Arabs. This is also a concept that Arab 
nationalists have sought to encourage in their dream of 
a single Arab nation. But it is far from true. In Iraq, 
for example, there are more than a score of different 
religious communities, and it is to these religious or 
tribal communities rather than to the state or the ideal 
of an Arab nation that Arabs traditionally look for 
help and protection. As Lebanon has shown in its 
years of peace, this diversity can be a powerful spur to 
mode: nism. But Lebanon has shown equally that, if 
the climate turns stormy, communalism can render the 
Arab world ungovernable. 

These political facts of life are in the forefront in 
the thinking of Arab leaders, especially the Sunni 
Muslim rulers in states next door to Iran. The attack 
on Mecca’s Grand Mosque underscored another 
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feature of Ayatollah Khomeini’s revolution: 
dissatisfaction with material and cultural imports from 
the West. Ironically, this dissatisfaction has two 
conflicting forms which often co-exist within the mind 
of an individual: a hankering for a more simple, 
traditional and Islamic life and resentment over 
poverty which prevents access to goods available to 
others. Higher oil prices will increase the hardships of 
poor Arabs who outnumber by far those Arabs in 
comfortable circumstances and this factor, when 
coupled with religious ferment in Iran, is explosive. 
The 1980s will probably see the overthrow of a 
number of Arab rulers, not necessarily because they 
were bad rulers but because they were unable to live 
up to popular capectations. 

Iran will certainly remain a source of day-to-day 
anxiety for the Arabs as they move into the 1°80s. 
This concern, however, cannot obscure the other main 
source of Arab frustration: the unresolved Arab-Israeli 
conflict. As Egypt moves inexorably towards a de 
facto separate peace with Israel which vastly reduces 
the credibility of an Arab military threat to the 
Israelis, Arab leaders at their recent summit meeting in 
Tunis put on public display their inability to devise a 
credible common strategy to resolve the conflict one 
way or another. For the time being, only Jordan's 


King Hussein and Yasser Arafat of the PLO seem to be 
trying to move away from the purely negative policy 
of attempting to isolate Egypt — and this is a policy 
which has less and less meaning with the passing of 
each day that Egypt manages to get along quite 
effectively without the other Arabs. 





IRAN 


GROUP OF ARMENIANS BACKS KHOMEYNI'S CRUSADE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 6 Jan 80 p 12 


[Text] Yesterday a group of Armenians met and talked with Imam Khomeyni in 
Qom. In presence of Imam Khomeyni, the representative of the Armenians said: 
We, the Armenians of Iran are ready according to your order to rise together 
with the poor people of Iran to cut short the hand of the great Satan, 
Imperialism and the number one enemy of Iranian people and not to hestitate 
in making any self-sacrifice. We hereby announce our full readiness in 
participating in the construction and literacy crusade and all actions that 
you have ordered for putting an end to cultural ignorance, economic lag and 
all the bad traces of the Satanic era and dependence on Western Imperialisn. 
We are all ready to obey your orders. 


Then in the gathering of Armenian representatives, Imam Khomeyni delivered 
the following speech: 


In the name of God the merciful and compassionate. {rom the beginning of 
divine monotheistic school of thought among mankind, unfortunately some 
obstructions have been made by the arrogant and the religions have not been 
introduced as they should have. Especially the religion of Jesus, peace be 
upon him, which was left into the hands of some sects and some distortions 
were made in the religicn and things were said about Jesus that are not true. 
The worst have been the kings who have related themselves to the Christian 
religion and have not been Christians themselves. They have prevented the 
realization of instructions given by Jesus. If the instructions of the 
prophets such as Jesus, Moses and Mohammad had realized the way they wanted 
among the Jews and Moslems, such problems that mankind is faced everywhere 
would not have Occurred. Now you see what crimes the big governments commit 
under the name of Christianity in the world. Also the leaders of Moslem 
countries commit crimes under the name of Islam and being Moslems. You saw 
Mohammad Reza who talked of Islam and printed the Koran and talked of his 
commitment of Islam. However, he did things to Islam that everybody saw. 
Carter also works like him through Christianity, against the instructions of 
Jesus. He causes so much oppression and treachery in the world. The 
religions have, from the beginning, been entangled by these Satans. From 
the emergence of religions in the world, there have been Satans along with 
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the religions. Now we have an Islamic country in its true meaning. If Islam 
is realized, you will see how it will treat the Christians and other sects 
with peacefulness and kindness. It is the leader of our religion, Hazrat-e 
Amir, peace be upon him, that when he heard that the troops of Mo'aviyeh 
Khalkhali had killed an infidel woman who had perhaps been Jewish, became 
very upset that said: If a man dies for such an action, he deserves it. If 
Islam is realized in Iran and other places as the blessed and supreme god 
wants, there will be no more injustice and aggression and the governments 
will no longer be able to do injustice. Pray that those who have come around 
our country and are causing disturbances and have no faith in any religion 
either get reformed or destroyed and a proper Islamic government is established 
which would be better for all of you and all mankind. May God bless you. 
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GUARDS SPOKESMAN DENIES FORQAN, U.S. CONNECTIONS 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 12 Jan 80 p 3 


[Text] After 4 hours of armed clases, Akbar Goodarzi, leader of the Forgan 
group and 35 of its other members were captured in their team houses in 
Tehran by the security forces of the Islamic Republic. After their capture, 
the group admitted that they had killed prominent political and religious 
figures. The arrested individuals are now under investigation. After the 
leader of Forgan was captured, 20 of the team houses of the group were 
identified and its members captured. 


The security forces of the Islamic Revolution in Tehran made the details and 
methods of the capture of the leader available to a few publication. 


KEYHAN reminds its readers that it was the first publication to obtain the 

news of the discovery of the team houses and the capture of the leader and 

35 members of the Forqan group on Wednesday morning. However, it abstained 
from publishing the news when members of the security forces declared they 

were planning to capture the other members of the Forqsn group and Revolu- 

tion Guards officials advised against publishing it. 


One of the Revolution Guards officials in Tehran and spokesman for the 
Guards, described during a radio-TV interview how the leader and other mem- 
bers of the Forqan group were captured and how a great amount of arms, am- 
munition and cash stolen by the group was seized. In the beginning of 

the interview this official stated, “After the martyrdom of Ayatollah 
Motahhari, the security forces put the capture and prosecution of the leader 
and the members of Forgan group on their agenda and followed it up seriously. 
Six months ago they started identifying the cells and locations used by the 
group, and on the eve of Arba'in succeeded in capturing Akbar Goodarzi, 
leader of the group, and several Forqan members in a house on Jamalzadeh Ave. 
Before the leader and his companions were captured, several other members 

of this gtoup who were hiding in other houses. A total of 30 were finally 
captured as a result of our efforts. There was not much confrontation during 
the capture of this group. It was only during the capture of Goodarzi, 

that there was some shooting and resistance from 2400 unil 0300 on 9 Jan- 
uary. Finally, without any casualities, several of the guards captured 





Goodarzi and two of his men by throwing a few grenades and by using teargas 
and shooting in all directions for a few hours." The spokesman added that 
during the inspection of those houses frequented by members of the group 
that great quantities of various arms, cash, documents and different books 
were found. After a general inspection and a careful scrutiny, they will be 
brought to the attention of the public. When asked whether after the capture 
of more than 35 members there remain others, this spokesman replied, “Indi- 
cations are that apparently there are a number of members of this group who 
are free. Meanwhile, religious and revolutionary figures should be more 
watchful because the possibility of assassination by the remaining members 
of this group has not been eliminated. 


Three Assassination Plans Neutralized 


Referring to the future assassination plans of Forqan the spokesman said, 
“After Ayatollah Dr Mohammad Mofattah was killed, until the even of 10 Jan- 
uary when we succeeded in capturing and breaking up the group there were 
three assassination plans on the agenda of Forqan. These were neutralized 
as follows: A list of individuals to be assassinated was found during a 
raid at 23 Ahavan Street and Jamalzadeh Avenue. Included were some documents 
indicating that one of the religious figures would be killed the following 
day. Also, based on the information obtained from these documents, it be- 
came evident that this group selected only religious figures. After the 
Revolution Guards spokesman finished another guards spokesman stated the 
following regardingthe ideology and the programs of Forgan and the reasons 
behind the assassinations of the religious figures: “Every revolution which 
has come to fruition, has naturally had opponents, especially in such cases 
when the revolutions supported a particular ideology, proceeded on the basis 
of specific beliefs and was successful, had more opponents and different 
groups attempting to counteract it. Our Islamic Revolution, which was and 

is a 100 percent ideological revolution has had and still has many opponents, 
and this group is one of them. Presenting themselves as pious and religious 
men, and in the garb of Islam, they have acted causing much damage to our 
revolution and its leadership. Without knowning Islam, its views and its 
background well, this group has acted the same way the outsiders did during 
the time of His Holiness Mohammed and Ali and have selected those who have 
revolutionary views and humanitarian ideas to eliminate them by assassination. 
In an Islamic and religious garb, incorrectly understanding the concepts of 
Koran and its creative meanings, they began acting, preparing their pro- 
grams and carrying them out accordingly. Imperialism, our ancient and true 
enemy, studied and learned thatthis type of individual exists in our society 
and among the masses of our Revolution, selected and assisted them in 

their efforts." 


Confirmation of Previous Assassinations 


Continuing his interview, in answer to the question as to which of the 
assassinations were admitted by the Forqan group; the spokesman said, 
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“Based on preliminary investigations, this group admitted the assassinations 
thus far committed, adding that they issued a communique after each assassi- 
nation. Most of the members of this group are very young people who are under 
tte influence of the leader of the group and have ideas of their own. These 
youth have had and still have a totally incorrect analysis of the Revolution, 
and through the specific programs of the active and principal members of the 
group, have been drawn into the group and engaged in its activities. The 
group members have claimed responsibility for the murder of several personal- 
ities in different cities, among them Ayatollah Qasi Tabataba'i, the Imam 

of Tabriz. This group has not had cells in the provinces, but has travelled 
to the cities of their interest when necessary for purposes of assassination. 


Lack of Organization 


Continuing his statements, the spokesman added, “Members of the corps of the 
Revolution Guards worked very hard for months to locate and capture members 
of this group. Despite the people's complaints and criticism that the ter- 
rorists who killed different personalities or members of the group were not 
being capturd, our brethren continued their work with calculated programs, 
and, with completely covert efforts during the past 3 days, succeeded in 
capturing the three leaders of this group and approximately 35 of its other 
members who were in hiding in 20 different homes in Tehran. This is a human 
and revolutionary responsibility which our brethren of the Revolution Guards 
have accomplished and they consider this a minor service they have rendered 
to the struggling and heroic people of Iran. Our brethren hope that the 
grateful people of Iran will respect them as always and value their immense 
services." He then added, “So far no documents have been found to prove a 
relationship between this group and the United States or other countries and 
governments. The only thing that has so far been determined, is that this 
group is the most poorly organized armed secret group which is in great dis- 
array. The reason this group succeeded in its terrorist programs was be- 
cause our national and religious figures, unlike the functionaries of the 
former regime, who moved around with security men and armed bodyguards, were 
seldom concerned about their safety, and as a result, they became the victims 
of the cowardly bullets of this group. 


List of 80 Personalities To Be Eliminated 


At the end of this press and TV interview, the Guards spokesman stated that 
during the next few days the papers and documents of the Forgan programs 
and activities and also large amounts of money stolen from the banks in 

the form of new banknotes and newly minted coins of the Islamic Republic 
will be exhibited. Also to be exhibited are various arms which were being 
kept in different ways by this group for the judgment of Iranian as well as 
foreign correspondents and TV-radio reporters. The list of the future 
program of assassinations by this group, including the names of 80 dig- 
nitaries will also be published. 
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Statements of Eye Witnesses 


Taqi Ra‘isian, one of tae eye witnesses, described the fight and capture 

of the Forgan leader and one af its members to the local correspondent of 
KEYHAN. He said, “At 0200 on Wednesday, when the noise of loudspeakers and 
shooting was heard, I tried to come out of my house and see what was going 
on. My house is adjacent to the one from which the Revolution Guards were 
being fired at but the guards, who had blockaded the street and the houses, 
prevented me and others from coming out. Chanting "God is great," Goodarzi 
and his friend were shooting from the 2d floor of house No 27 in the direc- 
tion of the guards and they wanted the people to join them in chanting 
"God is great," and to go into the street so that taking advantage of this 
confusion, Goodarzi and his friend could flee." 


Mr Ra‘isian said, “We had not seen any suspicious movements here. How- 
ever, we knew that two young men had rented the second floor of the house 
adjacent to ours. The landlord had leased only 2 of the rooms to these 
two young men and had locked the other two. We never thought that these 
two quiet young men were members of the Forqan group. They had rented the 
place 8 months ago. Sometimes they did not come home all night and the 
drapes cf their windows were always down. 


On the night of confrontation they tried very hard to escape, but the 
guards prevented them. This confrontation lasted 4 hours, until as a 
result of several teargas cannisters thrown at them, the two handed their 
arms over and surrendered. 


While praising the efforts of the Revolution Guards in capturing the men- 
bers of the group, the Islamic Society of PARS asked chem to try to ob- 
tain information about all the details of plots and crimes on individuals 
and groups, because the capture of this group [Forgan] is tantamount to 
capturing the shah. 
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COUNCIL ADOPTS STRINGENT ANTI-TERRORISM PLAN 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 6 Jan 80 p 3 


[Text} Hojatoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, member of the Revolutionary Council 
and head of the Ministry of Interior announced in an exclusive interview 

with KEYHAN that in order to prevent any turmoil and terror, the revolutionary 
council will implement a stringent plan and those who cause such incidents 
will receive heavy punishments. He added: Today, a delegation from the 
Ministry of Interior will be sent to Bandar Langeh to tend to the problems 

of that area. 


In another part of his talks, Hashemi Rafsanjani referred to the recent events 
and pointed out that the revolutionary council's stringent plan will be 
implemented in order to prevent any riot and insecurity. Those who cause 
problems will be prosecuted according to the law and receive the highest 
degree of punishment. The Minister of Interior emphasized: Important 
decisions have been made regarding the implementation of the plan such as 
making the police departments more active. He added: In other fields, 
special plans are being carried out for dealing with problems concerning the 
country’s security. 


Hashemi Rafsanjani added: We consider the events of the last two days chaotic. 
There should be centralization. Again by referring to the recent events he 
pointed out that the cause for such events is that the police and justice 
departments are not active, and that if they were active, such events could 
have been prevented. 


Hashemi Rafsanjani added: We should, of course, also consider the nature of 
the revolution. Such events will take place until everything settles down. 


He added: The head of the Ministry of Interior referred to the plan to combat 
unemployment and said: The revolutionary council has approved the plan and 
the regulations concerning its implementation have also been provided and 
approved. After receiving amendatory comments from the governors general 
throughout the country, actions will be taken to implement the plan on the 
provincial level. 








Regarding shortages in various areas in the country, the Minister of Interior 
said: At present, we do not have any food shortages and in case such a 
shortage is observed, the responsible ministries have received permission 

to import food products from abroad. 


The Minister of Interior announced: Since last night a committee was 

formed at the Ministry of Interior in order to prepare an accurage program 

for broadcasting "The Voice and Face of Iran's Islamic Republic" for announcing 
the programs of the presidential candidates. This will be announced after 
approval. In the end the Minister of Interior announced: Based on the 
information received by the Ministry of Interior, some have been arrested 

in connection with the problems of Qom. I do not have precise information 

on their number. The inquiries should be directed to Guards Corps. 
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ABSOLUTIST CONSTITUTION ALIENATES MINORITIES 
Zurich DIE WELTWOCHE in German 27 Dec 79 p 17 


[Article by Erdmute Heller: "The Dilemma with Khomeyni's ‘Islamic 
Repub lic'"] 


[Text] Theve is no room for fundamental democratic principles in the 
Islamic state. Requests by minorities can hardly be taken into conside- 
ration in an Islamic Republic. The ruler on earth is the caretaker of 
the mighty and infallible will of God. Ayatollah Khomeyni has adapted 
this concept--and Iran's minorities are turning to rebellion. 


Mass demonstrations and protests, open rebellion in the province of 
Azerbaijan--this was the reaction to the plebiscite" on lian's new 

Islamic constitution. The opposition-revolt is directed against the prin- 
ciple of this constitution--a principle which de factor constitutes a 
"Super-constitution" that bestows on the religious leader--the "Vali Faqih,' 
absolute ruling power. 


It is this Islamic concept of the "Vali Faqih" on which the Iranian 
“republic” appears to shatter, even before it has become a reality. 

Because, according to article 5 of the new constitution, during the absence 
of the hidden imam, the administration of the community falls on Cod's. legal 
procurator, i.e. the highest jurist. The people “honor him as the undis- 
puted leader." He cannot be deposed, rules for life, chooses all committees 
of jurists who supervise the parliament and the government, examine laws 
and through their veto power can prevent them. ‘Tne “Vali Fagih" is not 

only the highest master of justice, he is also commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces and decides on war and peace. The president, elected by the 
people, must meet his approval and can be discharged by him at any time 
(articles 107-110). This Islamic state concept abolishes the principle of 
division of power firmly laid down in the constitution, and it ipso facto 
invelidates all articles and paragraphs painstakingly constructed on a 
demucratic-republican model. It comes as no surprise that this state of 
affairs is today splitting the country into “republicans” and"Islamists." 
The reasons for it are obvious: 
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When the Iranian people in their first plebiscite last August raised the 
demand for an “Islamic state," Islamic slogans--little understood and never 
clarified--were the external ideological clasp for a revolutionary people 
which for a long time has not been unified. The chasm between the various 
political, religious and social groupings in Khomeyni's Islamic tow, which 
had become evident even before the plebiscite, is to be bridged by a verbal 
compromise: Islamic Republic. This compromise must run aground on this 
contradiction, on the opposite meaning of the two concepts, on the funda- 
mental impossibility of combining their social and political contents: 
Islam and republic are mutually exclusive. The "Islamic state" finds its 
justification in the historic concept of Islam as "faith and justice," as 
“religion and state," as organization principles of all spiritual and secu- 
lar values, as an “ideologie totale." In the sense of this total ideology, 
it is authoritarian--as far as the guidelines for political action are 
determined for all times and unalterably, exclusively by God, the only 
lawmaker. Whoever exercises political power acts exclusively in God's 
name. Human beings and the institutions created by them are but instru- 
ments for the implementation of the God-willed order. 


Translated into realist-political practica, this means: In the Islamic 
state there is only one party of God--of Allah. The rest is the devil's 
work: Heathens, communists, imperialists, Zionists, and Americans. The 
discussion about a multiple-paity system on the Western model is therefore 
futile for ideological reasons, because all political parties can only be 
adherents to God's party--and this presupposes absolute consensus. Since 
in the Islamic state what is at stake is not political will-formation as 
understood in the West but of the implementation of God's will, there is 
also consensus between the devout ruler and the devout people. Therefore, 
political parties can enter the picture only in the sense of a unity-party. 
A multiple party system would be the equivalent of the institutionaliza- 
tion of an erroneous idea. True, the head of state is elected by the people, 
but in reality he is chosen by God. He is therefore not removable, and he 
does not have to answer to anyone. 


In theory, the formation of a parliament is permissible. Its task is the 
passage of laws. But there are strict limits placed on this law-making 
activity of the people's representative body (article 107). Nothing must 
become law that contradicts the spirit and the word of the Koran. In 
practice, the legislature is the word of God as revealed in the Koran, the 
executive a kind of control lever for the supervision of implementation 
regulations. The real constitution is thus de facto the Koran. In this 
"constitution," God's ruler on earth--the caliph, Khomeyni or Islam--is 
constrained by God's word as law. It is above him, makes him into God's 
servant, into a mere “substitute,” the procurator of the revelation. As 
procurator of God's will he is almighty, because he is infallibie. In 
contradistinction to any self-appointed dictator, he does not need always 
to "prove his identity" anew to the people either. 
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This is also Ayatollah Khomeyni's "self-understanding." Since he admin- 
isters God's law--namely the interpretation monopoly about right and 
wrony,, about law and misdeed--he is untouchable. The Islamic dogma 
according to which Islam's faithful follow fundamentally not the imam, 
the ruler but the shari‘'a, the Islamic law, denies the crucial character- 
istic of our own concept of law: the fact that this law is to be applied 
in each specific case is thus in need of being interpreted and expounded. 
In this sense, the Islamic state is not a theocracy or a “rule of the 
clergy," but a jurocracy, a rule by Jurists, a rule of those who are 
empowered to interpret the law. That Khomeyni as “ayatollah al-Uzma"~-- 
as highest of the ayatollahs--reserves for himself this right of inter- 
pretation is less a question of law-interpretation as it is one of poli- 
tical power. How far he has overestimated this power became surely clear 
when the Khomeynists counted a 99-percent approval of the “Islamic con- 
stitution.” In light of numerous provinces’ demonstrative refusal to 
vote, it was a cynical farce which spoke for itself: the opposition must 
be denied because it is too omnipresent. 


The Islamic concept of state, in which authority, right and law are 
exclusively divine in origin, and the rulers are accountable not to the 
people but to God, makes it clear that the concept "Islamic republic" is 

a contradiction in adjecto. The concept “republic"--originated historic- 
ally at first as an alternative state form to monarchy--contains in con- 
temporary understanding above all the element of people's sovereignty, 

i.e. the principle that all political power must emanate from the people. 
This fundamental Jemocratic principle has no place in the Islamic state. 
And certainly, there is no right of the people to pass laws as they fit 
which cannot be brought into correspondence with the spirit and the 

letter of the Koran. Yet, Islamic jurists and political theorists have 
attempted again and again to comply with the principle of people's sovereignty 
in the Islamic state. The ideas of the Age of Enlightenment, the French 
Revolution, with its demand for freedom and equality had too great an 
influence on the Islamic intelligentisa. For this reason, the principle 
of “consultation with the people," was designed in theory which 

apparently is also the basis for the plebiscite for the election of a 
constitutional convention and the referendum on the adoption of an 
"Islamic constitution.” But in fact, this "consultation with the people” 
has a purely acclaiming meaning. In the case of none of the plebiscites 
had an election take place. The agreement with the respective project 
submitted was already anticipated by suggestive questioning, but demar- 
cation of alternatives--especially of secular and socialist conformance. 
This means that the “Islamic state" as an organizational principle cannot 
fulfill the demand for a republican-democratic supremacy of law and con- 
stitution because it denies this very fundamental element which makes the 
rulers accountable to the people and respectively act in the people's name. 
Since in Islamic understanding an attack on the God-given authority on 

the part of the people is not possible, the will of the people can neces- 
sarily make itself heard only by opposing the present ruler with another, 
better, more pious procurator of Ged--a new “imam.” 















The legal position of women is defined particularly perfidiousiy in the new 

constitution. Khomeyni's objection that "woman's emancipation" under the 

shah had only been an expression of Westernization, that the woman had 

been liberated only as a “sex object" but not as a human being, serves as 

a pretext for making something “positive” out of the "negative" discrimi- 

nation against women. The rights of the woman to participate in the 

political and social spheres are not mentioned with a single word, her 

human and civil rights are not guaranteed in a single article. They can 

discriminate against any emancipation endeavor since, according to the 

constitution, she [the woman] “must stop being an object of sexual desires 

anJ an instrument of economic profits." The interpretation possibilities 
of such a passage are equivalent to relegating her back to the house. . 
Real discrimination against women is constitutionally recognized in Islamic 

society: the right of a man to have several wives (the so-called "pro- 

visional marriages"--which in reality amount to concealed prostitution), 

the unequal treatment of husband and wife in divorce law, and many others. 

Also in article 19--which grants equal rights to all Iranians “irrespective 

of race, color, language, or political views" women are excluded from the 

equality postulate--and are thereby in the constitutional sense declared 

unequal. 


In spite of the promise of equality for all "Iranians" in article 19, 
Shiism is declared the sole state religion--a further indication of the 
doubtfulness of this article itself: Iran is not merely a multipeople 
state in which live Kurdish, Turkmen, Arabic and other minorities--in 
Iran there are above all, various Islamic and other "denominations" 
represented also: Sunnites, Bahais and Parses. Beyond that, there is 
manifold overlapping of religious memberships and different ethnic 
backgrounds. Thus, the Kurds, Arabs and Beluchis are largely Sunnites, 
i.e., they are by definition excluded from the Persian-nationalist and 
the Shiite-centralist organized state-community respectively. Religious 
freedom is granted only to Jews and Christians--the persecution of and 
discrimination against Bahais on the other hand, is getting continuously 
worse. 


Thus one can explain the vehement resistance of just such minorities to a 
constitution-concept intended to transform the multi-people state of Iran 
into a centralistic, Persian-Shiite "republic." By means of the formally 
promised equality, the right of minorities is bent twice: they are denied 
real equality, and at the same time their right to individuality is not 
recognized but downright negated. An autonomy concept such as they are 
demanding cannot be found in the constitution. The fact that the resis- 
tance of such an ethnic minority, namely the Azerbaijani in the north, 

is forming behind the Khomeyni competitor Shariat Madari lends a further 
dimension to the upcoming ripping-apart pattern: this resistance also 
makes transparent the weakest, most vulnerable point of the constitution-- 
a constitution which to be sure formally confers equal rights on all 
"Iranian citizens" (except women), but at the same time in its integralis- 
tic-Islamic tendency of Shiite coinage, grants participatory rights in the 
State to neither the Sunnite population nor the non-Persian-Shiite minorities. 
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TABRIZ REVOLT REFLECTS AZERBAIJAN SEPARATISM 


Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 9 Jan 80 p 3 







{Article by Ulrich Tilgner: 
Plan of Its Own"] 


"The Opposition in Tabriz Does Not Have a 
























[Text] “We want to hear our leader Shariatmadari on radio and see him on 
television"--that was the demand of a speaker for the Islamic People's 
Party last Thursday in the party main headquarters of the Azerbaijan 
provincial capital of Tabriz. But only a day later the Ayatollah in Qom 
distanced himself from ine party and withdrew his authority for it to 
speak on his behalf. Since then his followeis in Tabriz have lost their 
orientation even more. 


The present party headquarters formerly housed the provincial central 
office of the Rastakhiz Party of the Shah. But today it looks more like 
a guerilla haven. There is no sign of party work. There are more 
mattresses within the building than there are desks. The armed guards at 
each exit indicate that they are ready for defensive actions. 


But only party supporters cemp in the house. They gather daily, armed 

with sticks, scythes, and staffs in order to praise their leader 
Shariatmadari. The supporters are proud to go into the streets for him. 
They are not conscious of their essential explosiveness or of the relevance 
of their opposition. It is mostly young people who support the party. The 
suspicion arises that they were not taken by the Pasdaran and their 
“politization" occurred only later. Up to now they have not noticed any 
changes in their Islamic Republic. 


The bazaars are still doing business in the city. But they are not prepared 
to support the party publicly. Their contribution to supporting the 
Ayatollah is a picture of him hanging in the stores. But Khomeyni also has 
his followers in the bazaar. 


In Tabriz, one did not notice any of the anti-American sentiment at the 
beginning of the year as one did in the capital. On the contrary: Two 
days after Christmas, Shariatmadari followers took nine Pasdaran (revolu- 
tionary guards) as hostages because they had allegedly attacked the 
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headquarters of the party. It was not only foreigners who had the 
impression that the Islamic People's Party wanted to counter the 
disappearance of their influence by taking such spectacular steps. 


Well known priests in the city turned their backs on the party. Their 
low-key attitude towards the taking of hostages in the American Embassy in 
Tehran was not understood by large portions of the population. It was 

also known that property and capital, which were affected by a few measures 
by the new government in Tehran, had a lot :o say in the actions of the 
People's Party. 


Initially the party may have been the hope of many liberal and Western- 
oriented democrats but at the beginnning of the year even these people 
renounced their support. Last Thursday the nine hostages were released 
upon the instructions of Ayatollah Shariatmadari but the Khomeyni followers 
expect daily new actions by the opposition group. They are considered 

more as an expression of their impotence rather than as a sign of their 
strength. 


As the majority of che young demonstrators burned Khomeyni's portrait in 

the past few days and then last Friday ripped his pictures off school walls, 
they could only offer the portrait of Shariatmadari as an alternative. This 
type of opposition will not become any test of Khomeyni's dominance. 


but the impotence of the opposition in this city has its causes. In 
Azerbaijan the new masters in Tehran have succeeded neither in winning 
similarly large numbers of followers as they have in the central provinces 
nor has a unified opposition against the central government been able to 
develop here as it has in Kurdistan. Whereas the reform parties of these 
two provinces struggled in the same way fcr the autonomy of their people 
after World War II, the situation today is very different. Kurdistan is 
Stagnating in its economic development. Any cultural activity was repressed 
over and over again by the old central government. Feudalism in this part 
of tte empire remained untouched in order to win over the upper class as a 
reliable ally against the protests of Kurdish Iranians. 


But in Azerbaijan it was different. The economic development left its 
marks on the province. The geographic position--the flow of goods to and 
from Europe passed through this province--also brought with it economic 
changes to the Azerbaijanians. Because a few European firms built indus- 
trial plants in Tabriz at the beginning of the seventies, the inhabitants 
there lost the feeling that they were second-class Iranians. Instead of 
strengthening a particular feeling of Turkish-Iranian nationalism, in the 
provincial capital of Tabriz the people voluntarily wanted to become 

more Iranian. 


For that reason the struggle against the Pahlavi dynasty was not connected 
directly with special demands for autonomy. After the revolution, the 
Democratic Party of Azerbaijan, which is Moscow oriented and can be put in 
the same class as the communist Tudeh Party, supported Khomeyni. Knowing 
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of his main power base in Tabriz, Ayatollah Shariatmadari saw his objec- 
tives more on a pan-Iranian basis. He did not make any special demands 
for his province. 


In addition to this, his image in this part of the country also suffered 
somewhat during the time of the battle against the Shah dictatorship 
because he always indicated his willingness to compromise and was even 
prepared to accept the Shah as a constitutional monarch. The strong 
radical opposition at that time began to orient itself more towards 
Ayatollah Khomeyni and laid the basis for his present influence on large 
portions of the people in the province. 


But in taking over power in the provincial capital of Tabriz they did not 
succeed in eliminating the forces of the old regime. There were public 
complaints in Iranian newspapers about the fact that former Savak members 
were still enjoying influential positions in the newly formed committees. 
Open resistance by the old cadre a few days after the appointment of the 
Bazarghan government was indeed crushed but not all those responsible 
could be brought to justice. The new administration, even the new 
administration appointed in late summer, still has very little influence. 


In the province more than anywhere else, the saying applies: “The Shah 

is gone, the system remains." The new administration, which is packed 
with inexperienced people, surely received instructions recently from 
Tehran to the effect that they should not yet proceed actively against 

the Sharatmadari followers and the opposition groups. They should not 
only be first isolated in the entire land but should also lose their image 
in Tabriz itself because of the actions. Another indication for this 
reserved policy is that up to last Monday there has been only one fatality 
as a result of the unrest. But in Tehran plans are assuredly being made 
now for the right time to strike back. Those in power learned from their 
mistakes in Kurdistan and want to wait for a more appropriate time for such 


actions. 
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MOSLEM PRECEPTS TRANSFORM BANKING, TRADE 
Madrid ACTUALIDAD ECONOMICA in Spanish 5-11 Jan 80 pp 28-29 


[Text ] Elimination of bank interest rates, nationalization of foreign 
trade, transferring manpower from the city to the rural areas and 
recovery of its agricultural production--these are the principal features 
that characterize Iran's current economic policy, at this moment obscured 
by the crisis in Iranian-American relations which began with the occupa- 
tion of the U.S. Embassy last 4 November. 


The main features of this new economic orientation were adopted during 

the most heated moments of the crisis and thus have gone almost unnoticed. 
Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, the man in charge of the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance, explained at a press conference in Tehran on Sunday, 23 December, 
that “Iran is facing an economic revolution inspired by the principles of 
Islam." The crux of this policy is a reform of the banking and financial 
System and it is in this area where the new directions imposed by Bani- 
Sadr have received their greatest support. 


Cheap Money 


On Tuesday 1 January, Iranian banks, all of which have been nationalized, 
will cease to charge interest on loans. Instead they will charge a 2 to 
4 percent commission to cover the costs of the banking service and will 
also share in any profits made by the entrepreneurs, based on investments 
financed by the banking system. 


Islamic doctrine, which was originally inspired--from an economic stand- 
point--in the buying and selling, the caravan trade and the extensive 
commercial strata of Mecca, had no conception of the idea of charging a 
fee for financing. The phenomenon known as capital credit came approxi- 
mately eight centuries later, and we must look for its origins far from 
the Arabian peninsula, in the trading cities of northern Europe. 


Bani-Sadr has now revived this tradition, applying it to the banking sys- 
tem, which was nationalized last July. But the banks are as influential 








in the Moslem countries of the Middle East as they are in the West, and the 
ministry has had to plan for a careful adaptation to these measures, 






























Deposits will receive fixed interest payments of 7 and 8.5 percent 
annually, depending on their amount. Originally, the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance had outlined a plan to pay depositors at a percentage 
equal to the rate of inflation. But statistics for November showed that 
prices in Iran are growing at a rate of 45 percent annually, as against 
20 percent for the previous months. 





Thus a tremendous gap would have developed between the interest that the 
banks would have to pay and what they could charge, threatening to bank- 
rupt the banking system, especially considering that 8 of the 28 national- 
ized banks have been insolvent since they were nationalized. 


To ensure the basic earning power of the financial system, Bani-Sadr also 
announced the merger of Iran's principal banks according to branches of 

activity, thus absorbing the insolvent ones into larger units dominated by 
banks with a more secure financial situation. 


The new “interest rate” to the entrepreneurs will be composed of commis- 
Sions plus a share in their profits. The reali reduction in the price of 
money will occur in personal loans and financing of housing construction, 
for in these cases, the banks will receive a commission and this is also 
estimated to be only 2 percent. 


According to economists who are close to Bani-Sadr, the requirement that 
banks share in the profits derived from investments financed by them 
would be the ministry's method of having the state play a role in super- 
vising private activity. Iran has not established any system of planning, 
but banks could more than fulfill those functions through their financing 
of investments. 


Foreign Trade Monopoly 


The nationalization of imports and exports will go into effect Monday 

24 December. This has been understood by various economic circles as a 
preventive measure by the Iranian Government in case of an eventual trade 
blockade by the United States and its allies or by the United Nations in 
its entirety. 


The state monopoly on foreign trade has a second defensive characteristic, 
which is to face up to the scarcity of parts and also of some food 
products, During the era of the former Shah, Iran imported $2 billion 
worth of foodstuffs each year. This year that amount was reduced by a2 
boom in agricultural production, prompted by an agricultural price policy 
directed toward providing incentives for a greater expansion of crops 
being grown. 





Prices to farmers were increased 30 percent, entailing a real gain of 

10 points for the peasants, considering the inflation rate recorded for the 
12-month period ending 30 November. This led to almost a 50-percent 
increase in wheat production, according to data from the Iranian Ministry 
of Apriculture, 


Although statistics in Iran show a chronic lack of credibility, the best 
estimates calculate wheat demand for domestic consumption at 7 million 
tons, contrasted with an annual production of 4.7 million tons. The jump 
in wheat production this year, despite revolutionary unrest and takeovers 

of land in areas such as Turkmenistan and Kurdistan, will bring Iran 

closer to being self-sufficient in wheat. At present, this year's imports-- 
from Australia and Argentina--have been reduced to 510,000 tons, as against 
2.5 million the year before. 


The state monopoly on foreign trade would permit the Iranian adiinistra- 
tion to centralize its control over the search for new supply contracts in 
case an eventual blockade had a drastic effect on normal supply levels. 

In a Way, they are seeking to accomplish the same thing with imports that 
they have done with crude oil sales, which are entirely in the hands of 
the state-run National Iranian Oil Company. 


Bani-Sadr has not moved very far toward nationalizing foreign trade, since 
his ministry has not imposed effective controls on exchange rates. This 
would entail the closing of hundreds of commercial establishmen"s on 
Tehran's main commercial streets--such as Ferdowsi, Villa and Muossadeq-- 
which offer foreigners a rate of exchange double the official rate for 
dollars, marks, French francs and pounds sterling. 


Many people realize that Ferdowsi's parity is, for example, closer to 
reality than the 70 riales per dollar maintained against all odds by the 
issuing bank--the Iranian Markazi Bank, It is on that so-called “black” 
market--which in fact is absolutely legal, for no reason other -han 
omission--where foreigners can exchange a costly life for a cheup one and 
where Iranians wanting to travel abroad see their costs doubled. 


As the self-acknowledged "black" market that it is, no statistics exist 
on the volume of foreign currency that passes through the paraliel 
exchange system, 


For the present, Bani-Sadr is allowing real parity to exist on che "black" 
market, while the Markazi Bank maintains a fixed level on an exchange rate 


which otherwise would be one of the main causes of an eventual ‘South- 
American-style inflation, 
A second monetary reform has been postponed for the last three months. 


Paper currency bearing the former Shah's likeness continues to virculate, 
although the Markazi Bank has imprinted a giant stamp on the lower domina- 
tion bills that hides the image of Reza Pahlavi. New bills, wh ch will 
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bear the portrait of Ayatollah Khomeyni, have not been printed yet, but 
when the new money goes into circulation, bills of larger denominations-- 
5,000 and 10,000 riales--will be the first to be changed. 


The change in currency would permit the administration to know the amount 
of money in circulation and, even more important, to have a precise idea 
of its distribution, The delay in reforming the monetary symbol probably 
stems from the anger that this measure might cause amongst business and 
professional circles in general. Industrial production will probably 
decrease 12 percent this year, so this is not thought to be the most 
appropriate moment to create additional uncertainty among potential 
investors. 


Return to Rural Areas 


The agricultural price policy and the relaunching of agricultural produc- 
tion, in addition to chronic unemployment in the cities--ghich has been 
pattially corrected in Tehran by the municipal government's decision to 
promote projects for the infrastructure-~-have prompted a return of people 
from the city to the rural areas. Some Iranian economists estimate that 
this new migration--contrary to the traditional one--has probably removed 
a half million unemployed people from Tehran, especially those from 
provinces that are in particularly outstanding agricultural regions, 


This return to the rural areas had already been foreseen by Bani-Sadr 
when he was writing his doctoral thesis on Iran at the University of Paris. 
In the last few months, that thesis has taken a step toward reality. 
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IRAN 


MINISTRY STRIVES TO COMBAT UNEMPLOYMENT 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 6 Jan 80 p 12 


[Excerpt] The country's governors general conference was held in the presence 
of the head of Ministry of Interior, the Minister of Labor and Social 

Affairs and 20 governors general participated. The conference was held at 
Sa'id Mohsen Hall of the Ministry of Interior. The conference which was 
scheduled to last only one day was held for two days. The conference was 

for exchanging views and studying the unemployment issue. A resolution will 
be issued at the end of the conference. 


In the beginning of the conference, Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, head of the 
Ministry of Interior while explaining the goals of the conference said: The 
special problem for which this conference has been held is unemployment as 
well as to study the plan considered for this purpose. I am personally 
interested and hopeful in this seminar and the implementation of the plan. 

I ask all colleagues to take the matter seriously and prepare for a thorough 
and revolutionary action. 


By emphasizing on the point that all elements are ready to serve in the 
implementation of the unemployment plan, the head of the Ministry of Interior 
said: In principle our colleagues are revolutionary, eager and strive to 
serve and all the preliminaries and factors are ready. From the viewpoint 

of the Revolutionary Council, everyone has agreed and there is no problen. 
Fortunately according to the budget, the country is in no financial 
difficulty. If the plan is practical and the executives are capable, there 
will be no problem to carry out the plan. He added: In general from the 
first days of revolution the ray of hope for anti-revolutionaries was the 
economic paralysis which they said was threatening the country. Our 

political enemies inside the country used, in their own minds, this weakness 
as a means to defeat the revolution. They thought that in order to defeat 

the revolution and the country, they could take advantage of the large 

number of the unemployed. However, by putting the unempl »yed to work, our 
enemies will be disappointed and will lose their excuse for good. Hashemi 
Rafsanjani also said: If we succeed in establishing several thousand economic 
production units in the country within the next couple of months of this year, 
we will succeed in absorbing tens of thousands of unemployed. In addition 
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to the economic output this will create in individuals a spirit of partici- 
pation and rebuilding. Meanwhile by establishing such economic units which 
would stop our dependence on foreign countries, we would safeguard the middle 
class, which is the guarantor for the continuation of the revolution. In 
general, we can be an inspiration to Third World countries. The head of 

the Ministry of Interior also asked the governors general to act more 
revolutionary and said: Those who live honestly, will never be accused of 

a wrongdoing in case they take a revolutionary step which is not in line 

with administrative regulations. Finally, by referring to the coming elections, 
he said: The interest, duty and desire of the revolutionary leader is that 
the elections will be held in the most liberal and democratic manner without 
the authoriti¢s imposing their views. Each of you may be affiliated to a 
party. This should not make you take positive or negative positions. You 
should try te see that the elections are held in an honorable manner. 
Following the words of Hashemi Rafsanjani, Mr Ne'matzadeh, minister of labor 
and social affairs said: Unemployment is a problem that the revolution faces. 
However, this problem can be resolved. He added: Our colleagues at the 
revolutionary council and government believe that we should start our basic 
work because the direction has been specified by the constitution. We can 
start to work from that direction. One of the most major issues which had 
not been decided was the country's general policy. When that policy is not 
clear, solving the existing problem of chaos and unemployment is a super- 
ficial matter. The country's economic policy should be clarified, even if 

it is for one year, so that we would all take steps in that direction. If 

we want to improve the agriculture, we should give larger ioans to the 
agricultural sector, whereas the credit is still the same; that is, eight 
percent for the agricultural sector, 16 percent for the economic sector and 
more to the internal and foreign trade. If we want to change our policy, 

we should allocate 50 percent of credit to the industrial and agricultural 
sector. 


The Minister of Labor and Social Affairs also said: We spent one fourth 
of the development budget approved for the whole country. Perhaps if this 
budget had been spent, we would not have had today's unemployment problem. 

Of course, the political and social problems that existed in various areas 
prevented the projects from being initiated. He added: There are no 

specific statistics available on the number of unemployed. However, after 

the revolution the figure is about 500,000 unemployed. Ne'matzadeh emphasized 
that the problems and feasible solutions should be discussed. He said: If 

we solve the problems here, then we can implement the plan to combat unemploy- 
ment throughout the country. Dr Sataripur, deputy minister of labor and social 
affairs also delivered a speech. 


BETWEEN 40,000-50,000 UNEMPLOYED REPORTED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 21 Jan 80 p 2 


[Article by Joshua Brilliant] 


[Text } 


“TEL AVIV. — Between 40,000 and 


80.600 people are une in 
israel now, Labour and Af- 
fairs Minister Israel Kats told The 


a significant increase in 
the number of jobless. There have 
always been 30,000 to 35,000, or even 
40,000, job seekers, he said. 

David Kate, director of the 
ministry's manpower euthority, ex- 
plained that the job seekers include 
new immigrants, thove just enter- 
ing the labour market and people 
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Both were commenting on 
statements by Histadrut Central 
Committee member Aharon Harel, 
who quoted the ministry as having 
estimated 50.000 people wouid be 
unemployed by the end of this 
month and 60,000 in three to four 
months e 

Harel told the labour federation's 
Executive yesterday tliat the 
minister had made these predic- 
tions in a lettze to the economic 
cabinet last Thursday. He added 
that the predictions were also 
presented to the council on un- 
employment insurance last week. 

But government sources have 


denied predicting that 80,000 people 


_ would be unemployed by mid-year. 








OVER 20 PERCENT RECRUITS CULTURALLY DEPRIVED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 8 Jan 80 pl 


[Article by Benny Morris] 


[Text } 


Some 20 per cent of each year's 
IDF male conscript intake are 
culturally underprivileged and pose 
serious placement and adjustm nt 
problems, said Tat-Aluf Avaer 
Shalev of the IDF’s Nationai 
Defence Coliege yesterday. 

Speaking at a one-day sym- 
posium on the future of the univer- 
sity preparatory courses 
(mechinot), Shalev explained that 
he was referring to young men who 
had not successfully completed 
eign grades of school and whose 
Hebrew was too poor to allow them 
to be sent to professional courses 
during their national service. 

Weizmann Institute physicist 
Prof. Haim Hadari, the new head cf 
the Council! for Higher Education's 
planning and budgets committee, 
told the hundred educators and 
academics who gathered in the Van 
Leer Jerusalem Foundation that 
leas than 10,000 of Israel's 60,000 un- 
iversity students are of Sephardi 
origin. 

But Hebrew University Prof. 
Yehuda Elkana pointed out that ac- 
cording to reliable estimates there 
are some 4,000 young men and 
women, mostly Sephardi, who are 
suitable for the mechinot, but have 
not reached the universities. 

Haifa University Rector 
Professor Ozer Schild said that the 
major function of the mechinot was 

to help bridge the gap between 
Ashkenazim and Sephardim by 
facilitating the emergence of a 
highly educated Sephardi elite. 
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Shalev said that sore 25-30 per 
cent of the underprivileged male in- 
ductees he had mentioned entered 
combat units. But only a small 

of them completed the 
full three years in combat duties, - 
while most were moved to ad- 
ministrative jobs either within their 
original units, or in others. “But 
those who complete the full combat 
stint are, of the 20 per cent, the best 
prepared for a successful re-entry 
into civilian society,’ he said. 

Shalev made it clear thal (here 
was disagteement among the ar- 
my's top officers about the IDF's 
role in helping to educate under- 
privileged conseripie. Those who 
opposed such heip <iaimed that, In 
the short term at leasi, it was at the 
expense of Israeci's immediate 
security needs. 

Until now, some 500-600 soldiers 
in the top stratum of this 20 per 
cent had gone, each year, atthe end 
of their army stint to a three-month 
intensive basic education course, 
geared to bringing therm up to the 
level of successful elementary 
school graduates. 


These courses have had a 60-70 
per cent success rate, said Shalev. 
“And several dozen of our 
graduates have gone on to complete 
the bagrul (matriculation) and 
take university degrees,’ he added. 
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- will introduce a «six-week basic 


education course for several hun- 
dred soldiers at the start of their 
service, just after basic training. In 
the past, such attempts have failed 
to produce the required results. But 
Shalev is hopeful that if the seldiers 
complete the course at the start of 
their service, they will be fit to at- 
tend professional! courses in the ar- 
my, and wil) thus be able to con- 


_ tribute more during their service. 
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MAURITANIA 


CMSN SPOKiSMAN DISCUSSES REASONS FOR RECENT CHANGES 
Nouakchott CHAAB in French 7 Jan 30 p 38 


| Unattributed Article: “After the Restructuring of the CMSN, 
its Committee Spokesman Declares: ‘The Military Regime Will 
Not Inaugu ate a Witch-Hunt!'" ] 


(Text | The Military Committee for National Salvation (CNSN) 
has just brought about important changes in order to adapt 
its political structure to the new requirements demanded in 
virtue of the nation's situation, Thus the CMSN has rid it- 
self of all those who are not making committed, determined 
coutributions to the work of national rehabilitation, 


On this occasion, Licutenant Commander Dahane Ould Ahmed Mah- 
moud, the spokesman for the CMSN, held a press conference on 
Saturday in which he insisted on explaining the reasons for 
these changes, 


"As I have already had something of an occasion yesterday to 
speak to you about these changes, I now intend to explain the 
reason for them, 

"You will ellow me first of all to make a brief historical 
review of the action of the armed forces which have held the 
reins of Government, 


"Upon taking power on 10 July 1978, our national armed forces 
hed promised to bring peace to the people of Mauritania and 
to set them firmiy on the road toward economic, financial and 
social development, 


"Contronted with the complexity of the task, we carried out 
certain modifications on 6 April 1979. 


"The action of the Government allowed for the realization of 
the Lirst of these goals, and the ayreement signed on 5 Aug- 
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ust in Algiers between our country and the Polisario Front 
brought the war to an end, From that tiwe on the CMSN buckled 
down to the task of accomplishing its second goal, that is, 
the economic, financial and social rehabilitation of the na- 
Lion, 


"Vo perform this precise task-e-and what an exalted and diffi- 
cult one it is!--the CMSN began by defining certain political 
orientations which would serve as its guidelines; more recent- 
Ly it brought about a change in its political structure, in 
orcer to make it more operational and better adapted to this 


task, 


"In other respects, the conusittee was resolved to galvanize 
its action, Consequently, it proceeded to the long-needed 
elimination of those of its members who were foot-draggers or 
who at best made up part of the huge, inert mass, 


"The CMSN therefore plans to settle down to the task of lead- 
ing the nation along the road to development, of leading it 
to progress, 


"The military regime will inaugurate no witch-hunts, but just 
s it eid not hesitate to eliminate from its ranks those who 
were not working for the general good, it will not hesitate 
to take draconian measures against those who are working for 
the ruin and the destabilization of the nation, 
rhe CMSN is launching an appeal to the nation's dynaiic citi- 
-ens to support its action, to work energetically toward the 
reconstruction of our nation, to struggle against those who 
disparage national unity. Quite simply, it is necessary to 
cnow that it is not the idle talk of habitual jabberers that 
will bring growth to Mauritania; no, the development of our 
country will be the result of the concentrated efforts of all 


ts single-iiinded citizens; it is toward that goal that the 
IN invites everyone to work, building a new Mauritania under 
iis le Gis. 


juestion| llow will these changes manifest themselves at the 
ecutive level? Will there still be a prime minister? 


| Ans ver |} {lieutenant Commander Dahane) Well, no, i told you 
that we have changed the structure in order to adapt it better 
to the mission to which we have committed ourselves, If we 
ive deemed it useful, therefore, to make certain modifica- 
Lions, to reinstall the head of Government simultaneously as 
‘resident of the Committee, it is to make the whole more ef- 
fective, inasmuch as that former structure was a bit heavy for 
us in this task of development, 


Si 





[Question | Does the change that has taken place within the 
CMSN not bring about a change of jurisdiction within the Com- 
mittee itself, such as its power had been defined in the 
charter? Is the new charter going to concentrate a certain 
anount of power in the hands of the president? Is the Com- 
mittee going to retain the same powers it had on 6 April, 
namely, the powers of orientation and the nomination of the 
Government? Second questions: Are the orientations defined 
the day before yesterday going to manifest themselves con- 
cretely in the composition of the Government? 


[Answer | I shall answer just these questions and no others 
for the moment. 


vith respect to the new Conumittee Charter, it will no doubt 
be altered in accordance with the differences in the new 
structure; as for the rest, there will be no major changes in 
this charter, 


Concerning, the Governnient, this is a problein which will be 
treated at the level of the head of state, who--if he has any 
modifications to make--will no doubt propose them to the Con- 


mittee, For the moment I have no other information on this 
LIALT I” » 


This is not directly the action taken by the CNSN the uay be- 
fore yesterday, 
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FINANCE MINISTER DISCUSSES 1980 BUDGET'S MAIN LINES WITH PRESS 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 2-6 Jan 80 pp 1, 2 


| Press interview with Minister of Finance Abdelkamel Rerhaye at his office 
in Rabat 4 January 1980: "Rerhaye's Press Conference" ] 


[Text] Abdelkamel Rerhaye, minister of finance, held a press conference Fri- 
day morning at his departmental sea during which he presented the major lines 
of the 1980 finance act. 


State Indebtedness 

{Question} fir Minister, many people are wondering about the difficulties the 
state treasury is experiencing which have led to abnormal delays in the set- 
tling of certain expenditures, in particular those relating to the work carried 
out by entrepreneurs. What is your assessment of the country's financial 
situation and the prospects of its evolution? 

[Answer] I agree that since 1975 there has existed a combination of unfavor- 
able circumstances where public finances are concerned. In this connection 
one may mention: 

The increase in national defense costs. 

The additional costs stemming from the wage increase. 

The augmenting of subsidies to support the cost of basic consumer products. 


Maintaining a high level of investments. 


The drop in state revenues derived from OCP [Moroccan Phosphates Office] pro- 
fits. 


These elements have led to certain difficulties in achieving a financial bal- 
ance. Since 1978, nevertheless, strict measures have been taken to regain 
control over that balance. This was why: 











Selective austerity was adopted with respect to the operating budget. 


The level of the equipment budget was restudied so as to adjust it to the 
financial means available. 


These measures have made it possible to achieve encouraging results with re- 
spect to both the treasury's receipts and expenditures. 


For example: 


In 1979 receipts went up 19 percent as compared with 9 percent in 197%. This 
increase affected all categories of receipts and in particular by 19 percent 
in direct taxes, 11 percent in customs fees and indirect taxes, by 40 percent 
in deed registrations and stamp taxes on property and by 15 percent in OCP 
payments. 


Despite a 19 percent increase in the operating budget and one of 28 percent 
in that of public indebtedness, the surplus expected in the regular budget is 
on the order of 300 million dirhams. 


This surplus helps cover investment costs that in 1979 came tu about 8 bil- 
lion dirhams. 


All of these elements offer proof that the financial situation is continuing 
to improve and that the difficulties the state treasury experiencec at the 
end of 1979 and in 1978 are on the way to being definitively resolved. 


As for the prospects for 1980, it is certain that the state treasury “ill be 
fully capable of meeting over-all costs. 


National Solidarity's Participation 


‘Question}] Don't you think setting 10 percent as the rate for national soli- 
darity's participation for individuals engaged in business or in a liberal 
profession or receiving profits from rentals and 20 percent for farmers is 
likely to represent a fiscal burden when added to the existing taxes? 


|Answer|] The instituting of national solidarity participation is intended 
to involve all nationals in the efforts made for a sacred cause tied in with 
the safeguarding of our national integrity. This duty represents a symbol 
of the indefectible union of the Moroccan people and their will to protect 
their country, honor and dignity. 


The state has seen to it that this national contribution will not be an ex- 
cessively heavy burden for those subject to it. The rates you referred to 
are therefore not applied to the income obtained by those subject to the 
national solidarity tax, but rather to the total amount of the income tax 
they pay. Thus, as an example, a tradesman will not be called upon to pay 
10 percent of his annual income, but only 10 percent of the tax on the busi- 
ness profits to which he is liable. 
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The Financing of Investments 


[Question] Mr Minister, since 1978 ve have seen a continuing reduction in the 
level of the investment budget. Dorsn't this situation represent a danger 
for the country's future given the f..ct that investments are the principal 
driving force behind development. 


[Answer] The investment budget has some special characteristics that may be 
summed up by the following points: 


The total amount of the credits appearing in the fimance act under the in- 
vestment budget does in fact represent a nominal amount which has to be 
rectified through two factors. 


1. The credits opened within the framework of preceding budgets and which 
could not be used (these credits are termed credits carried forward), con- 
trary to what is occurring with respect to the operating budget, are not 
annual but remain at the disposal of public agencies and these credits are 
added to the new credits opened by the new finance act. 


2. The credits opened in the form of committed credits for succeeding years 
are also added to the payment credits. 


Taken together these credits are what make up the actual amount that must be 
considered when comparing the different budgets. 


A few of the expenses applied to the investment budget concern investments 
whose volume comes to several times the costs borne by the state. 


This is true of the expenditures made for investment funds or for sharing in 
the capital of firms in the public or semi-public sector making it possible 
for these enterprises to implement important programs. 


If we turn to the actual volume of the state's direct investments such as 
they appear on the table of the treasury's expenditures and resources, we 
are instituting a perceptible increase in that the amount of investments 
came to about 8 billion dirhams in 1979 as compared with 6 billion in 1978, 
so that is a 33 percent augmentation. 


As for the apportionment of the credits which it does not seem worthwhile 

to take up again since it has already been set forth in a relatively detailed 
way in the introductory note to the finance act, it will suffice to say that 
a study of the investment budget adopted will enabie one to see that it 
covers the over-all economic, social and cultural sectors in a balanced way. 


One of the chief characteristics of this budget perhaps is the sizable sup- 
port provided for the benefit of the local Collectivities' Development Fund 
which will have 600 million dirhams available as a supplement to attain the 
1 billion dirhams the king in the speech he delivered in February 1979 








ordered placed at the disposal of the local collectivities in order to carry 
out projects of local interest. 


Foreign Trade 


[Question] What were the results of the measures taken by the government to 
limit the trade balance deficit and maintain an equilibrium in the balance 
of payments? 


[Answer] Before replying to that question one must recall the measures sum- 
marized as follows: 


A revision of the General Import Program for the purpose of orienting foreign 
trade and adjusting it to the foreign currency we have available on the one 
hand and of maintaining the supplying of our economic sectors at a suitable 
and steady level. 


Adoption of the system of an advance deposit on imports while seeing to it 
that certain basic products are exempted from such a deposit. 


Encouraging the private sector so as to obtain investments in the sphere of 
small and medium-sized enterprises and of those industries providing substi- 
tutes for imports. 


Fneouraging the export and exporter sectors by not subjecting the financing 
of exports to the normal regulations and by not setting any rediscount 
ceiling at the time they are refinanced by the Bank of Morocco, in addition 
to the reduction from 5 to 2 percent in the rate of exchange risks coverage 
costs. 


[Thanks to these important measures and to the positive effects on the trade 
balance of the policies followed in the budget and currency spheres, we have 
succeeded in rectifying the differences and in restoring our foreign trade 
balance since the deficit in the balance of current operations dropped from 
8.2 billion dirhams in 1977 to 5.6 billion in 1978 or 30 percent in 1978- 
1977 and 16 percent in 1979-1978 for an over-all percentage of 43 percent 

in the 1977-1979 period. Further improvement in the balance of our current 
operations is expected in 1980. 


The steps taken to limit purchasing certain products abroad and the en- 
ccuragement given the export sector and the transfers from our workers 
abroad, in addition to the receipts from tourism,are among the most signifi- 
cant factors contributing to the reduction of the deficit in our present 
import balance. 


Our trade deficit actually did drop 28 percent in 1978 thanks to a 14.6 re- 
duction in our imports and to a 6.2 percent increase in our exports. 
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As for 1979, we managed to limit the increase in our imports to 10 percent 
despite the more than 100 percent rise in our petroleum bill as compared 
with 1978 and a 15 percent rise in basic consumer products bearing in mind 
that energy and food products represent over 35 percent of our imports as a 
whole. 


It is appropriate to note in this connection that the increase occurring in 
the value of these essential products will come to over a billion dirhams by 
the end of December 1979 or 9 percent of our 1979 imports. 


If one takes into consideration the fact that our exports have risen more 
than 15 percent despite a slight reduction in our phosphate exports because 
of the shrinking demand and the drop in the value of the American dollar and 
that an improvement is expectea in the international phosphate market be- 
ginning in 1980. one may anticipate a more significant growth in our exports 
than in the p. 


Taking those | ors into account and the expected higher receipts from 
tourism and the transfers from our workers abroad, it is possible to attain 

a satisfactory balance in our current operations which will enable us to dis- 
pense with resorting to the international financial market. 


Registration Fees 


[Question] What is the goal sought in revising the amount for property 
registration fees and what measures have been take: in this sphere? 


[|Answer}] As in the case of revising the tax on the increased value of real 
estate, it is a question of the government favoring the development of the 
real property sector in that the rates which were in effect and which came 
to 17 percent of the total amount of real estate transactions were very high. 


In addition, the measures taken in recent years favoring the purchase of 
individual homes imposed on those berefiting from the reduced rates a certain 
number of periodic payments and complications involving additional costs for 
the administration in ensuring that the beneficiaries met those payments. 

So it seemed essential to revise the rate of the registration fees. 


As for the measures adopted, they are as follows: 


a. A reduction in the amount of the fees now ranging from 7 to 15 percent 
instead of 8 to 17 percent. 


b. The granting of a 50 percent reduction for the benefit of premises in- 
tended to serve as housing. 


As « result of this reduction in fees there will be a 27 to 40 percent drop 
in the total amount of registration fees that were payable when real property 
was transferred. 
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The Public Debt 


[Question] Mr Minister, some fears have come up recently with respect to 
the evolution in the volume of Morocco's public debt. According to certain 
rumors, Morocco's indebtedness allegedly exceeds the country's capacities. 
Could you give us a few clarifications on this subject? 


[Answer] First of all the following data must be noted: 


Foreign loans are intended exclusively for investments and in no case cover 
consumption. As a result they contribute to strengthening the country's 
productive capacities, infrastructure and social and cultural services. 


The amount of Morocco's indebtedness is one of the lowest of the developing 
co’. ies including some petroleum-producing countries despite the substan- 
tiei mass of their petroleum revenues. 


As for a reply to the question, it can perhaps be summed up in the following 
points: 


A drop in the level of the totai amount sought on the international financial 
market since 1968 which has meant a decrease in the growth rate of the volume 
of nonreimbursed loans which will not exceed | figure illegible in original 
text percent in 1980 as compared with 12 percent in 1979 and 26 percent in 
1978 


The indebtedness rate is limited to 21.8 percent which represents a very 
reasonable amount. This same rate is to drop startiisg in 1980 as a result 
of the amortizing that is to occur with respect to the loans contracted on 
the international financial market and which will not be replaced to the 
same extent by new loans. 


_Question} Mr Minister, it has appeared that the monetary policy followed 
over the past 2 years has been somewhat restrictive which, according to some 
circles, has meant some financial embarrassment for a few of the economic 
activity sectors. Could you clarify for us the objectives of the monetary 
policy and its means? 


(Answer} The monetary policy constitutes a major factor in the coustry's 
over-all financial policy. 


ite objectives consist in: 


Resolving the anomalies which may have showed up in the basic balances. 
Makine essential means of financing available to economic activities. 
As for the means, they may be reduced to three principal elements: 


Limiting the expansion of monetary financing. 
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2. Encouraging national savings through an increase in the interest rate 
for the benefit of those who save. 


3. Implementing a selective policy in the sphere of banking credits with a 
view to restraining the financing of speculation and nonproductive activi- 
ties through maintaining the level necessary to finance the productive 
sectors and the export sector. The measures taken to this end involve: 


Nonregulation of banking credits intended to finance investments and ex- 
ports as well as the credits and participation of specialized credit 
establishments financing the productive investments in the agricultural, 
industrial, tourism and housing sectors. 


The unlimited discounting of these credits by the Bank of Morocco. 
These measures have begun to bear fruit. For example: 


The growth rate of the total amount of money in circulation did not exceed 
14 percent in 1979 as compared with 21 percent in 1978. 


The resulting improvement will be pursued in 1980. 


This improvement was not acheived to the detriment of the bank loans intended 
for the financing of the basic sectors such as petroleum products, cereals, 
public works, textiles and exports. The amount of credits granted under 
this heading as of 31 October was increased by 13.7 as compared with the 
corresponding period in 1978. 


The increase also concerned the intervention of specialized credit estab- 
lishments in that the activities of the National Bank for Economic Develop- 
ment were increased by 39 percent and those of the National Agricultural 
Credit Bank by 18 percent (MAP). 


| Questions] 


l. What were the reasons leading to the revision of the tax on increased 
real estate vaiues only 2 years after it was instituted. 


2. The rate of this tax ranged between 5 and 25 percent of the total pro- 
fits realized. Don't you think the imposing of a single tax, if it is of 
such a nature as to ease the costs for those liable to the 25 percent rate, 
will weigh heavily on the people who were merely liable to the 5 percent 
rate. 


|Answer| With respect to the objectives behind the revamping of the tax, 
experience has shown that the application of the tax to the increased value 
of real property has had a perceptible effect on the real property sector 
which has required the introduction of a revision apt to reactivate this 
sector whose importance escapes no one whether it be for housing 
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construction, for utilizing manpower or for developing the industrial, 
professional or commercial sectors concerned with housing. Among the signi- 
ficant modifications made in this tax is the establishing of a single rate 
of 15 percent of the profits realized and the introduction of corrective 
steps aimed at reassessing real property in relation to the purchase price 
and the corresponding costs, together with equipment expenditures and the 
construction undertaken and the evolution of the cost of living at the 
national scale. 


Then the tax must be made more equitable by changing some of its features 
that could mean injustices. By way of an example, the sellers of real 
property liable to the tax on business profits on the basis of actual net 
profits were exempted from the tax on increased real property values 
whereas the sellers of real property liable to the tax on business profits 
according to the contract system did not have the benefit of the same ex- 
emption. To avoid this anomaly, the two kinds of businessmen will be ex- 
empted from the tax on increased real property values for the sellers of 
real property are often subjected to the license tax, to the tax on busi- 
ness profits and to the supplementary taxes on the total income of indivi- 
dual entities. 


| should in addition note that clarifications have been made as to the idea 
of increased real property values and that exemptions are provided for the 
benefit of small taxpayers who in the course of a year do not realize sales 
exceeding a total amount of 30,000 dirhams. 


Ihe setting of a single tax rate renging from 5 to 25 percent depending 

upon the length of time the real property has been in the taxpayer's posses- 
sion. But it became apparent that this procedure did not take monetary 
inflation fully and equitably into account. This was why that system was 
replaced by a fairer system consisting in reassessing the real property 
taking into consideration the purchase price and related costs, together 
with the costs of equipment based on the annual ratios tied to the cost of 
living at the national scale, with the imposition of a single 15 percent tax. 


This in no way means that individuals owning real oroperty for over 25 years 
are going to find themselves discriminated against by the increase in the 
tax rate from 5 to 15 percent in that the reassessment of the price of the 
real property results in an amount for the increased real property value 
subject to the 15 percent rate vastly lower than the total amount of the in- 
creased value previously subject to the 5 percent rate exempted from the 
application of the reassessment. 


BOGGS 
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MOROCCO 


MOROCCAN OFFICIAL CABLES EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ON SAHARA ISSUE 
LD221634 Rabat MAP in English 1250 GMT 22 Jan @0 LD 


xt} Rabat Jan 22, (MAP)--Dey Ould Sidi Baba, chairman of the Moroccan 
io se of Representatives, addressed Monday a letter to Mrs Simone Veil, 
py esident of the European Parliament, Strasbourg. 


a his letter Sidi Baba namely said that “members appartiaicing to socialist 
and communist groups at the European Assembly, took the initiative to file 
two propositions of resolutions aiming at obtaining of this assvmbly the 
condemnation of Morocco for having setting up its sovereignty on the Saharan 
territory formerly under Spanish rule, and at the same time, urging for the 
recognition of the so-called “POLISARIO Front” and “the Arab Saharan Demo- 
cratic Republic” by the governments of the EFC countries". 


Sidi Baba warned against “the negative effects that might result, for Morocco, 
as well as for peace and stability in this region, if such proposals would be 
discussed within the political commission", “In this affair", added he “it 

is question for Morocco to defend its territorial integrity and its national 
unity, recovered as part of the decolonization accomplished in conformity 
with the international law", 


The Chairman of the Moroccan parliament further stated that the so-called 
"POLISARIO" is composed of mercenaries from different nationalities, and 

that it was created in 1974 by Algeria, which is undertaking a diktat and 
hegemonist policy in the region. "This movement, he recalled, did not take 
any actions under whatever form, against the colonial presence in this party 
of our national territory". "On the contrary, the inhabitants of the Western 
Sahara, conscious of their belonging to the Moroccan nation, have since 1956 
contributed, actively and constantly, at both military and poiitical levels, 
the restoration of the Moroccan sovereignty", he pointes out. 


Sidi Baba also underlined in his letter, "The particular importance granted 
by Morocco to the role that might be played by the European Assembly in 
neutralizing these attempts, and explaining to its members that the Sahara 
affair is in reality a pretext for meeting the ebjectives of destabilization 
by the international communism, in this region where Morocco spares no effort 
in accomplishing an essential work to the service of liberty, cooperation and 
peace”. The chairman of the Moroccan parliament finally warned against the 
debate on this affair, which risks to bring prejudice to Morocco, and at the 
same time, deviate the European Parliameni from its mission of justice, peace 
and understanding, with the peoples of Africa and the Arab world. 
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MOROCCO 


"AL~MUHARRIR* VIEWS ARAB FAILURE TO STOP AL-SADAT'S POLICIES 
LD301457 Casablanca AL-MUHARRIR in Arabic 26 Jan 80 pp 1, 8 LD 


(Editorial: “Normalization of Relations and the Lack of a Strategic 
Alternative” } 


l\Excerpts}] As of today Egyptian-Israeli ‘elations will enter the stage of 
what is known as the normalization of relations between the two regimes. 
Thus it will be declared that the state of conflict has ended and exchanges 
in all fields will begin. There will also be an exchange of ambassadors 
between Cairo and Tel Aviv and the rest of the provisions of the bilateral 
igreement between the rulers of Egypt and the Zionist officials under the 
guidai . and with the blessing, of the United States will be implemented. 


it would be repetitious to restate the dangers involved in the unilateral 
policy which Cairo has been pursuing toward the Zionist enemy, for conscious 
sections of the Egyptian people, more than anybody else, are well aware of 
the grave dangers that such policy spells for the Egyptian people and the 
Arab nation in general. 


it would also be superfluous to recall the Arab nation's condemnation of the 
Egyptian rulers’ unilateral policy which ignores the real interests of the 
Egyptian people, renounces the rights of the Palestinian people, deals a 

mg blow to the principles of Arab cooperation and constitutes a flagrant 
bias in favor of the Israeli enemy. 


There is no need now to recall all this, for it is clear and well known 

But what needs to be underscored today is that the progression of Egyptian 
wlicy toward “normalization” with Israel was an expected step in view of 
the Arab and international situations and in view of the lack of a 
coordinated Arab action to prevent the implementation of the agreesent and 
to produce a balance of power in the area which would contribute to stopping 
its implementation and thwarting its dangers. 


it is true that there was the Baghdad meeting which agreed on the so-called 
minimum and there was also the meeting of the "Front of Steadfastness and 
Confrontation.” It is also true that the agreement remained confined to 
Cairo and Yel Aviv and no third Arab party has joined it. The PLO has been 
able to make progress in the diplomatic and information fields. It has 
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improved its standing in Europe and partially so in the United States. The 
Palestinian people in the occupied territories have absolutely rejected the 
agreement that aims to create division and to isolate the PLO from its 
masses which are under Israeli occupation. 


But all this has proved insufficient to make developments in the arza follow 
a course other than that toward implementing the agreement which the United 
States is protecting. Al-Sadat's enthusiasm for the agreement has not been 
dampened by Israel's failure to fulfill its itments to him. However, 
one of the factors that have kept the road "open" toward implementing the 
provisions of the agreement is the fact that the reaction by Arabs has 
remained ineffective and other factors contributing to this state of affairs 
are the conditions in the Arab world from the Atlantic to the Gulf. There 
is the disturbing situation in the Gulf, tension that threatens to exp lode 
in the Arab Maghreb, deteriorating relations between Syria and Iraq, tense 
relations between the PLO and Libya and the war of attrition in Lebanon. 


This negative situation, from which the signatories to the [Camp David] agree- 
ment have benefited, was bound to worsen as a result of the Soviet military 
invasion of Afghanistan. The Soviet entry into Afghanistan has not only 
distracted Arab and international attention from the Middle East, the 
Palestinian problem and the Egyptian-Israeli agreement but has also caused 

a new division in the Arab ranks as was evident at the United Nations on 

the one hand and in the attitude toward the Islamic foreign ministers con- 
ference in Islamabad on the other. 


In these circumstances, therefore, Al-Sadat is going ahead with his unilateral 
policy whose dangers and consequences are obvious. 


But it must be said that Al-Sadat displays a clarity and that his allies dis- 
play even greater clarity in their policies while the Arab parties that reject 
Al-Sadat's policy, whether on the basis of "steadfastness and confrontation" 
or of agreeing on "the minimum” are lacking in clarity in their practical 


policies. These parties have not decided on an alternative strategy to over- 
come and destroy the agreement. In fact, even the very little that they have 
decided upon has not been implemented. This is the situation from which the 
proponents of the agreement are benefiting. It is natural that the continua- 
tion of this state of affairs enables them to benefit further and to go ahead 


in implementing all the aspects of the plan intended for the Arab area. Which 
means that the danger does not lie in the normalization of relations, but 
rather in the ambiguous policies and reaction which have created this 
atmosphere and maintained the balance of power tipped in favor of the agreement. 


CSO: 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


FOREIGN MINISTER ON AFGHANISTAN--Islamabad, Jan 30 (MAP)--M'hamed Boucetta, 
Moroccan foreign affairs and cooperation minister intervened here Monday 
at the conference of the Islamic countries foreign affairs ministers, which 
was held here, to express Morocco's point of view vis-a-vis the Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan. Boucetta namely said that “our presence here 
expresses our sudden awareness of the danger which threatens us directly or 
indirectly." He pointed out that this meeting "gives us the hope to remain 
believers and united as brothers." "The Islamic public opinion, he added, is 
turned toward Islamabad, and is expecting us to prove to them that the Islamic 
yrganization is aware of the plots agajnst Islam and the Muslims.” The 
Morocean foreign affairs minister stated further that "Morocco feels that its 
Juty is to claim the immediate withdrawal of the foreign military troops, and 
allow the Afghan people to chose its own regime." "It is our duty to freeze 
the belonging of Afghanistan to our organization until the invasion forces 
withdraw from this country." "In adopting this stand, we do not intend to be 
iligned on any bloc. However being Muslims, we want to avoid the danger 
which is threatening us," he added. “The conference must adopt resolutions 
it the level of the Islamic nation's aspirations, and must reaffirm the 
respect of the severeign and the independence of Muslin countries,” he 
oncluded. [Textj [LD301510 Rabat MAP in English 1228 GMT 30 Jan 80 LD] 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


OMAN'S FUTURE SEEN NOT AS ROSY AS SULTAN WOULD HAVE IT 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 24-30 Dec 79 p 16 
[Article: “Qabus In the Ivory Tower, and the Danger From Within" | 


[Text | Discussion of Gulf security after the fall of the Shah of Iran has 
raised many questions about the fate of the Sultanate of Oman as a strategic 
location at the entrance to the Gulf which, in the time of the Shah, depended 
mainly on the presence of Iranian forces on its soil. The withdrawal of 
these forces has led to a fundamental change in this sultanate’s defense map, 
raising the possibility that it will resort to Egyptian forces once al-Sadat 
gets out of the confrontation with Israel. 


Although most of the oil] states in the region are uneasy about the future, 
Oman considers itself the country most exposed to danger, not just because 
of its precarious situation since the Iranian event, but also because it is 
exposed to internal threats and the possibility that the Dhofar rebellion 
will break out again on a wide scale after the departure of the Iranian for- 
ces, which had played a major role in freesing and suppressing this revolt. 


The danger of these internal threats is reflected in the opinion of a nunmber 
of western observers, not to mention many arabe who either support or oppose 
Sultan Qabus, as well as some officials within the Sultanate who concur that 
the real danger threatening Oman could be from within more than from without. 


More Probleas 


In their opinion, anticipated Omani political and economic developments will 
bring up more problems as long as the Sultanate remains under the rule of 
an absolute, stubborn sultan living in august splendor with a retinue of 
syncophantic flateerers, while freedom is nonexistent and not implemented. 
Add to this a few currupt, venal advisore dividing up among themselves the 
spoils of the agreements being signed in the principal civilian and aili- 
tary positions. Furthermore, the administration and the armed forces de~- 


pend mainly on foreigners. 


On top of all this, the vast defense expenditures come at the expense of 
economic development, which leads to increased internal dangers. Also, 
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Oman's support for al-Sadat and its standing alongside him and the “Egyptian- 
Israeli Treaty” has reached the point where the domestic scene is threatened 
with serious disturbance, while many conservative Arab states find it hard 
to openly express their support for the sultan. 


Regardless of what Qabue is doing to firmly anchor his domestic situation, 

a review of some of the facts reflects the opposite of what he is declaring. 
For instauce, foreigners’ control over the army administration arouses Omani 
sensitivities, especially among the less educated ones who view with alarm 
the presence of regular British officers in command of all three army wings. 
Besides that, there are the police and the intelligence, which were founded 
recently and which operate under central guidance which is muok stricter 
than before. All of this makes the Omanis extremely concerned, an effect 
which is increased by the fact that centralism has made the capital every- 
thing and has reduced the role of other towns to the sininua, 


Whither? 


It is true that Oman has enough money to meet the needs of its present pop- 
ulation of 600,000, because of the 70 percent increase in the price of Omani 
crude oil, 300,000 barrels of which are extracted each day. The figure sight 
become 450,000 barrels now that some small discoveries have been made in 
Dhofar. But this oil] resource will not last very long; as proof, 30me peo- 
ple h»ve begun calling for the development of the copper mines, the fishing 
.‘diusi cy acd agriculture to replace this unsure resource, If this is taken 
into onsideration, in addition to the gany changes, especially declining 
revenues in remote agricultural areas and the labor shortage in spite of 

the presence of a large number of Indian ani Pakistani immigrants, Oman's 
domestic picture appears quite different from the context Gabus is trying 
to put it into. 


While sabus insists on saying that he can nip in the bud any threat to his 
regime, relying on the support of the regional religious leaders, so that 

he fears nothing that is happening in the country, nonetheless some of those 
leaders aore often than not seem resentful of the sultan’s spending 60 much 
money on Salalah, not to mention the money spent uselessly on palaces and 

a life of splendor and luxury. 


The Critical Situation 


If we add all of this to Qabus’' policy of supporting al-Sadat and the Camp 
David camp, and to the imperialist tendencies which he has shown towards the 
map of the Straits of Hormus and the reaction this has aroused in the region 
as reflected on the domestic scene, it becomes clear just how critical is 
the situation in this sultanate, which for many years experienced the Dho- 
far rebellion, amny traces of which remain in the people's memory. 


Therefore Oman, which has no tank force, now wants to obtain more arms frog 
the United States, under the pressure from the Dhofar apparition on the one 
hand and the PDRY's hostile stance towards the Camp David camp on the other 








hand. Washington is still stwiying Qabus’ request, which could be funded 
by Sawii money. Here lies the significance of the American sission's re- 
cent visit to Oman to study the Sultanate's military and technical needs, 
which Sawli Arabia might pay for! 


8559 
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TUNIS IA 


‘TAP’ REVIEWS PRESS REACTION TO ATTACK ON GAFSA 
LD291612 Tunis TAP in English 1405 GMT 29 Jan 80 LD 


(Text] Tunis, Jan 29 (TAP)--The armed aggression perpetrated at dawn Sunday 
against the city of Gafsa (350 kms south west of Tunis) gave rise to a feel- 
ing of indignation among the Tunisian public opinion, unanimous in condemn- 
ing this operation. 


Commenting this aggression, Tunis Afrique Presse (TAP) news agency writes 
under the heading: “Dead End": 


Pending the results of the inquiry ordered by the Tunisian Government to 
clear up the full details of this criminal action, it is already known that 
it is aimed at tarnishing the image of Tunisia and at casting a slur on its 
attainments. This new test showed that Tunisia is in a position to defend 
its territorial integrity and to break down any attempted destabilization. 


The way of getting the attack under control and of neutralizing its origina- 
tors shows the Tunisians' determination to preserve, even at the price of 
their life, their country's stability and prosperity. It also shows the 
people's cohesion round Bourguiba's regime and their rejection of any adven- 
ture. Tunisians who realize more and more every day the improvement in their 
standard of living and the strides made by the country at all levels are 
unanimous in denouncing and setting the stamp of shame on these criminal 
deeds aware of all the achievements on their behalf, the Tunisians expressed 
their reprobation of the foolish attack against Gafsa. 


This legitimate reaction of indignation on the part of the Tunisian popula- 
tion showed its determination to shrink from no sacrifice in order to pre- 
serve the choice of society and safe-guard the achievements of Bourguiba's 
regime, 


The events of Gafsa should be a warning to their originators and to all 

those who harbour resentment against Tunisia for having resolutely undertaken 
to start genuine development in spite of its modest means. Our country has 
shown once more that adventurousness does not pay. It is a dead end. 
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As to Tunisian newspapers, they concur in their editorials this morning in 
denouncing this aggression. 


The PSD daily AL-‘AMAL writes under the hand of its editor Mr Larbi Abderrazak, 
member of the Political Bureau, that this test has (?comforted) more the 
Tunisian people as regards their solid faith in their home country and in 

their determination to preserve the nation from all cupidity. Tunisians 

should be aware of the efforts made to undermine their regime and scamp 

their attainments when their country has become an oasis of peace and prosper- 
ity which does not please some novice wizards. 


For the French-language daily "L'Action", the aggressors' flight doesn't make 
foreign interference in the affairs of an independent country less intoier- 
able. 


Obviously, the editor says, the country instigator of this aggression was 
wrong about the Tunisian people's defensive reflexes. Previous attempts 
which didn't reach the seriousness of Gasfa's events had shown our people 
how to summon up all their vigilance and solidarity to face actions aimed 

at destabilizing the country. Tunisians do not pride themselves on gather- 
ing sophisticated arms, on wasting their money in scrap-iron, on running 
ifter “mirages", and on entertaining hopes of hegemony. Their strength lies 
in combining intelligence and the means they dispose of and they know how 

to us» efficiently. 


As to the daily "La Presse", it points out that the Tunisian people's re- 
action after the aggression against Gafsa shows that they are anxious to 
preserve their independence, 


Every time that some peopic acting on behalf of foreign forces try to de- 
stabilize the country, writes the paper, the nation is unanimous in closing 
ranks, in neglecting misunder-standings to face the danger and unveil 
gloomy schemes, 


The innocent victims who died Sunday in Gafsa under the bullets of mercen- 
ries give evidence for history of the absurdity of the crime perpetrated 
against Tunisians, They show how horrible this destroying venture directed 

trom abroad is. 


As for the Arab language daily AS-SABAH, it points out that the instigators 
of the crime perpetrated in Gafsa forget a quality characterizing Tunisians 
who, every time that their dignity is in danger, show full cohesion to put 
1 check on discord and on all the instigators of heinous crimes. 


Once more, writes AS-SABAH, the Tunisian people closed ranks round their 
leader and proclaimed their fidelity to Bourguiba, 


The Tunisian public opinion's indignation also appeared through the numerous 
cables sent by citizens, national organizations and party officials to the 
head of state to denounce this attack, to reaffirm their fidelity to the 
government's policy and to pay a tribute to the quickness with which the 
government forces put an end to the aggression. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


HEALTH MINISTER VISITS WOUNDED--Dr Dhaoui Hanablia, member of the Political 
Bureau and minister of public health, today paid a visit to the town of 
Gafsa. He began it with a visit to the national guard and police head- 
quarters. Some of the captured weapons were shown to the minister. Then 

he went to the regional hospital in Gafsa and visited victims of the armed 
attack. He sympathized with them and expressed to them the sympathy felt 

for them by the Tunisian president, government and people. Dr Dhaoui Hanablia 
made the following statement to the TAP reporter: The great fighter Presi- 
dent Habib Bourguiba has asked me to visit the injured who were victims of 
the criminal actions which took place in Gafsa, I have acquainted myself 
with their conditions. They had received, thanks be to God, all the urgent 
and necessary first aid; they are being treated in the best of conditions, 
thanks to the doctors and surgeons of Gafsa and those who were sent from 
Tunis. Every wicked criminal and everyone who ever thinks of harming the 
sovereignty of this country will meet the steadfastness of the citizens in 
the same way as we have seen from the inhabitants of Gafsa who all came forth 
as soldiers and militants to disappoint the dreams of many who did not appre- 
ciate the extent of the people's support for their president and his party 
and regime, The minister visited afterward the main market which has resumed 
normal activity. [Excerpts] [LD292348 Tunis Domestic Service in Arabic 

2130 GMT 29 Jan 80 LD] 
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